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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

The year end is fast approaching and we are all looking for-

ward to the busy Christmas season. On November 3, 2012 five 

members of the Markham Lions Club attended the Milliken 

Mills festival of lights celebration. There was lots of food enter-

tainment and dancing and everyone had a great time. 

We celebrated our 69th Charter Anniversary on November 10, 

2012. It was a great evening. There was Caribbean entertain-

ment, excellent food the highlight of the evening was Lion Ken 

Drynan was awarded the Judge Brian Stephenson award for 

his outstanding work with Dog Guides and the Cruise Raffle 

Draw and Lions work in general. Lion Larry Tod received the 

Melvyn Jones Award for the tremendous amount of commitment and dedication he 

has shown to the work of the Club. Congratulations to both Lions for their work. 

Also on Saturday, November 10, 2012, I along with other Lions, Lion Carl 

Vanseader, Lion Ken Tranter and his wife Jan attended the Remembrance Day Ser-

vice at the Markham Legion and accompanied Lion Don Rattle in laying a reef at 

the Cenotaph at Highway #7 and 48. Thanks to all for attending. 

Zone Chair, and President of the Milliken Lions Club Lion Sudha Verma visited the 

Club at the Regular Meeting on November 15, 2012. We extend many thanks to the 

Zone Chair for her visit. On November 18, 2012 my wife Jessica and I along with 

Lion Ken Drynan and his wife Elaine, Lion Larry Tod, Lion Carl Vanseader, Lion 

Clare Quesnel and Lion Grace Medland attended the New Horizon Lions Club Char-

ter celebration. Once again we had some was great food and entertainment. Many 

thanks to all the Lions who attended. 

On Saturday, November 24, 2012 several Lions Family and friends participated in 

the the Markham Santa Claus Parade. Lions road in 10 Golf Carts along with a Li-

on dressed up in a Lion Suit and rode in a carousel decorated for the festive season. 

The route which included Hwy #7 and Markham Road to 16th Avenue was lined 

with several onlookers and smiling faces especially many children. Thanks to Lion 

Carl Vanseader and his committee and all Lions and their family and friends espe-

cially the good coordination effort by Lion Dave McInnis. 

Thought 4 Today 

“Every effort is not converted into success, 

But it is equally true that success never comes without any effort 

Start every day with new effort “ 
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EDITORIAL 

 

 

       Lion Dave Galloway 

 

Since I have been a Lion I have won-

dered if we couldn’t be more help to 

Seniors -- a group which most of us can 

now identify with.  Years ago I suggest-

ed that the Community Services com-

mittee be the Community Services and 

Seniors Committee. There are, I be-

lieve, a lot of seniors out there who 

could use assistance in one way or an-

other. 

Looking back ten or fifteen years when 

I would be out cutting grass there was one senior who would be 

walking the dog and would always stop to chat.  Over time I realized 

that he didn’t enjoy life as much as you would expect, primarily be-

cause he couldn’t afford to.  He lived with his son and son’s family 

and so had a roof and food, but he never went south in the winter or 

anywhere else on vacation that I could tell.  Nor did he as far as I 

could tell take advantage of all the recreational opportunities around 

town. 

People tell me seniors often have difficulty with simple chores.  For 

some it is as simple a task as changing a light bulb but it could be 

gardening, shopping, cleaning etc..  Certainly I don’t feel as comfort-

able on a ladder as I used to.  In part older age and in part due to 

arthritis.  It also takes longer to cut the grass now as I give my back 

a rest in between front and back lawns which a few years ago I 

would never have thought of.  I’m also not very good at kneeling any-

more which one does a lot when gardening. (Don’t like the pain.) 

Another problem for some is getting to Doctor’s appointments etc.  I 

recall hearing an interview with an older lady on CBC radio.  This 

lady lived on a farm which I believe she had lived on all her life and 

she wanted to die there.  However she no longer drove and it was 

sixty miles each way to see the specialist.  She was getting her neigh-

bours to take her but she didn’t know how long that would last.  That 

is not a Markham story but I expect there are lots of similar stories 

around here.  Certainly it seems that a referral to specialists re-

quires some travel although for those of us in Markham it is becom-

ing less all the time. 

Naturally we cannot be all things to all people.  Nevertheless we 

should not let our own lives as seniors delude us into thinking that 

all seniors lead such lives.  We should, I believe, look for a niche 

where our ability to deliver would improve their quality of life.  
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BITS & BYTES 

Birthday Greetings 

   

 
 

 

Lion Carl Wride 

        Lion Jim Doak    Lion Mervin Joseph    Lion Glen Savoy 

Lion George McKelvey 

All these Lions are 

celebrating their 

B i r t h d a y s  t h i s 

month.  

Wishing them all a 

Happy Birthday and 

many more in the 

future. 

   Lion John Bell 

 Up-Coming Events: 

 Turkey Roll: Friday Dec 7 at Box Grove Community Centre - Pot luck Dinner Exciting 

games  and Caribbean Cruise Draw. 

 Charter Night: Wonderful Success, Outstanding Entertainment. Four prizes donated by 

local grocery stores raised $475,00 for the Hospital Bed. 

 President's Christmas Party the afternoon of Sunday December 16th 

 Annual Card Night Saturday January 26th at Lawn Bowling Club. 

 Bowfire: March 15 at Markham Theatre: Cost; Group Rate -  $41 to $46. 

Lion Eddie Mees 
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PRESENTATIONS 

PART - ONE 

 

 

Zone Chair Visit MLC 

Zone Chair - 18 W  and President of 

the Milliken Mills Lions Club Lion 

Sudha Verma visited the Markham 

Lions Club at the Regular Meeting on 

November 15, 2012. In the photo Lion 

Sudha is with Lion Mark Carrington 

President of the Markham Lions Club. 

Lion Sudha received a guest donation 

which as she indicated will go to the 

diabetes Association. Thanks for the 

visit Zone Chair Lion Sudha Verma. 

 

AIR CADETS SQUADRON 883 1st YEAR ANNIVERSARY & BANNER 

PRESENTATION 

 

1st-ever Annual Banquet for Air Cadets 

Squadron 883 is coming up next Wednes-

day 12-12-12 at the Pickle Barrel, 

Markville Mall.  Plans are for a great 

event with recognition & prizes, a great 

meal, DJ & dancing plus, of course, a 

visit from Santa.   

  

Here's a picture from Nov. 28 where ban-

quet tickets were being sold during their 

weekly parade at Randall school. In the 

picture are Squadron Sponsoring Com-

mittee members (from left) Katy Kwan 

(Treasurer), Tim Armstrong (Chair), Ce-

lina Ma (banquet organizer) and Grace 

Medland (Vice Chair).  

  

There was another special event on November 7, when Deputy Mayor Jack Heath reviewed the Air Cadets of 

883 Commodore Leonard Birchall Air Cadets Squadron and presented them with their official Squadron Ban-

ner for the first time in unit history and on their 1st year anniversary celebration. 
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THE ROVING EYE  

PART - ONE 

 

On November 24, 2012 members of the Markham Lions Club (except Santa Claus) and family and a Lion 

dressed up in his costumes on a very cold day participated in the Markham Santa Parade. There were many 

Floats and onlookers, including adults and children despite the cold and everyone had a great time. 

 

MMMARKHAMARKHAMARKHAM   SSSANTAANTAANTA   CCCLAUSLAUSLAUS   PPPARADEARADEARADE   
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PRESENTATIONS 

PART - TWO  

At our Charter Night on November 10, 2012 two members of the Markham Lions Club received awards. In 

the Photo at the top Lion Larry Tod is being presented with the Melvyn Jones Award for his outstanding 

work in Lionism and in the bottom photo Lion Ken Drynan received the Judge Brian Stephenson Award for 

his dedication and outstanding work with the Dog Guides program, Raffle Draw and overall commitment to 

Lionism. 
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THE LIGHTER SIDE  

EIGHT THOUGHTS TO PONDER: 

Number 8 

Life is sexually transmitted. 

 

Number 7 

Good health is merely the slowest possible rate at 

which one can die. 

 

Number 6 

Men have two emotions : Hungry and Horny. If you see 

a gleam in his eyes, make him a sandwich. 

 

Number 5 

Give a person a fish and you feed them for a day. Teach 

a person to use the Internet and they won't bother you 

for weeks, months, maybe years 

 

Number 4 

Health nuts are going to feel stupid someday, lying in 

the hospitals, dying of nothing. 

 

Number 3 

All of us could take a lesson from the weather. It pays 

no attention to criticism. 

 

Number 2 

In the 60's, people took acid to make the world weird. 

Now the world is weird and people take Prozac to make 

it normal. 

 

And The Number 1 Thought 

Life is like a jar of Jalapeno peppers--what you do to-

day, might  

burn your ass tomorrow. 

- - - and as someone recently said to me: 

"Don't worry about old age--it doesn't last that long." 

Great One Liners 

1.      Don't feel bad. A lot of people have no talent. 

2.      Don't marry the person you want to live with,                                                                                                                                                                             

 marry the one you cannot live without... but 

 whatever you do, you'll regret it later. 

3.      You can't buy love. But you pay heavily for it. 

4.      True friends stab you in the front. 

5.      Forgiveness is giving up my right to hate you for  

 hurting me.  

6.      Bad officials are elected by good citizens who do 

 not vote. 

7.       Laziness is nothing more than the habit of rest

 ing before you get tired. 

8.       My wife and I always compromise. I admit I'm 

 wrong and she agrees with me. 

9.       Those who can't laugh at themselves leave the 

 job to others. 

10.   Ladies first. Pretty ladies sooner.  

11.  It doesn't matter how often a married man chang

 es his job, he still ends up with the same boss. 

12.  They call our language the mother tongue be

 cause the father seldom gets to speak. 

13.  Saving is the best thing. Especially when your 

 parents have done it for you. 

14.  Wise men talk because they have something to 

 say; fools talk because they have to say some

 thing. 

15.  Real friends are the ones who survive transitions 

 between address books. 

Irish  Birth Control 

Mrs. Donovan was walking  down O'Connell  Street in 

Dublin when she  met up with Father Flaherty. 

The  Father said, 'Top o' the mornin'  To  ye! Aren't ye 

Mrs. Donovan  And  didn't I marry ye and 

yer Hoosband  two years ago?' She  replied, 'Aye, that 

ye did, Father.'  The  Father asked, 'And be there   

Any  wee little ones yet?'  She  replied, 'No, not yet, 

Father.'   

 The  Father said, 'Well now, I'm  going to Rome next 

week  And  I'll light a fertility candle for yeAnd  yer 

hoosband.' She  replied, 'Oh, thank ye, Father...'   

They  then parted ways..  

 Some  years later they met again. The  Father asked, 

'Well now, Mrs.  Donovan, how are ye these days?'   

She  replied, 'Oh, very well, Father!'  The  Father 

asked, 'And tell me, Have  ye any wee ones 

yet?'  She  replied, 'Oh yes, Father!  Two  sets of twins 

and six singles,  Ten  in all!'  The  Father said, 'That's 

wonderful!  And  how is yer loving hoosband do-

ing?'  She  replied, 'E's gone to Rome   

to  blow out yer candle.'   
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REMEMBRANCE DAY 

On November 10, 2012 members of the 

Markham Lion Club participated in the 

Remembrance Day Service at the Mark-

ham Legion Hall and the laying of a reef 

at the cenotaph at Highway 7 & Mark-

ham Road. Lion Don Rattle  who is a 

Member of the Markham Lions Club took 

an active part in the laying of the Reef at 

the Cenotaph along with Lion President 

Mark Carrington as shown in the photos 

above. Also in attendance (Bottom left)

were the Mayor of the City of Markham, 

Mayor Frank Scarpitti, Deputy Mayor 

Jack Heath and MP for Markham/

Unionville John McCallun. The Cadets 

are shown above marching to the Ceno-

taph. 

Remembrance Day Ceremony 

 

 

Above: Lion Don Rattle 
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LIONS INTERNATIONAL 

10 Years of Sight for Kids 

LCIF and Johnson & Johnson Vision Care are celebrating 10 years of partnership this year and reaching 

a vision screening milestone of more than 16 million children through the Sight for Kids program. Sight 

for Kids addresses childhood visual impairment and blindness in Asia, an area of great need. Led by Li-

ons and local partners, Sight for Kids recruits eye care professionals who train local teachers and Lions 

clubs members to conduct school-based vision screenings and eye health education in underserved com-

munities. When needed, students are referred to a local eye care professional and receive an eye exam, 

eyeglasses and further care at no cost. During this anniversary year, the Sight for Kids partners are cele-

brating accomplishments and also focusing on the program's potential and a new decade of efforts. 

 

Champions Lions Clubs Draw Interest from Prospective Members 

A Champions Lions club supports Special Olympics and people with intellectual disabilities 

through a variety of activities from fundraising to working at Opening Eyes events, the LCI 

and Special Olympics initiative that provides vision screening and eyeglasses to athletes. A 

Champions club provides more opportunities for Lions to serve a worthy population and organi-

zation within their community. For information, or to get started on chartering a Champions 

Lions club, contact the Membership and New Club Development Department. 

 

Response to Super Storm Sandy 

Lions Clubs International Foundation (LCIF) awarded a US$100,000 Major Catastrophe Grant 

with money from the disaster relief fund, allowing Lions in affected areas to immediately begin 

providing assistance. Many Lions are already working with local food banks, police and fire de-

partments and other local organizations. 

In addition to the Major Catastrophe Grant, LCIF has awarded US$100,000 in emergency 

grants to Lions districts in North Carolina, Maryland, New Jersey, Connecticut and New York. 

LCIF was able to award these funds from the disaster relief fund, thanks to Lions who gener-

ously donated knowing that in times of disaster there is an urgent and great need. 

Follow our efforts online through the LCI blog, Twitter and Facebook. LCIF is expecting and is 

ready for many more emergency grant requests as Lions assess the needs of their communities 

and power is restored.  We also encourage Lions to consider making a donation to the Founda-

tion for disaster relief. Donations to the disaster relief fund are Melvin Jones Fellowship eligi-

ble. 

We believe that "In A World of Service," one person can make a difference, but together we can 

have an even greater impact.  

Wayne A. Madden -  President, LCI                     Wing-Kun Tam - Chairperson, LCIF 
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THE ROVING EYE 

PART - TWO 

Milliken Mills Lions Club festival of Lights 

New Horizon Lions Club Charter Night 

 

On November 3, 2012 Members of the Markham Li-

ons Club attended the Milliken Mills Lions club Fes-

tival of Lights. Sitting at the table L-R Lions Nirma-

la & Tim Armstrong, Lion President, Mark & Jessica 

Carrington, Elaine Drynan & Lion Ken Drynan and 

Lion George McKelvey. 

At left, DG Lion Tom Gordon dressed up in a cos-

tume with one of the dancers.  

The other photos on the right show the big prize win-

ners Lions Ken Drynan and Tim Armstrong. 

Markham lions Club members are once again in attendance at the New Horizon Lions Club Charter Night on 

November 18, 2012. In the photo L– R Lion Carl Vanseader, Jessica & Lion President Mark Carrington, Gillian 

and DG Lion Tom Gordon, Lion Ken & Elaine Drynan, Lion Larry Tod, 2nd Vice DG Eleanor Colwell, Lion 

Grace Medland and Lion Clare Quesnel. Everyone had a great time. 

At Left, DG Lion Tom 

Gordon is a big prize 

winner. 
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CHARTER NIGHT  

 

      Leos       Leos 

                                  

International Leo Day, celebrated annually on December 5, is the perfect time to call attention to those we 

hope will one day lead the association. Consider sponsoring a new Alpha Leo club at your local community cen-

ter, or use this day as an opportunity to foster dialogue with current Leo members, thereby creating the type of 

environment that will encourage Leos to one day continue their service as Lions. Through Leo Clubs, you will 

have a positive influence on today's youth and young adults - helping them become better citizens and leaders 

for life. Watch our Leading for Life video to learn more about Leos. 

 

Above are more photos from the 69th Charter Night celebration. In attendance was Zone Chair Sudha Ver-

ma and President of the Milliken Mills Lions Club 2nd from right in the photo above. (Left Bottom Photo). 

Also in attendance was Councillor Coralina Moreitti and her husband are in the photo at bottom right 1st 

from left along with Monica & Lion Dick Peel. The two photos on the right top are the winners of the door 

prizes which include Dorothy wife of Lion George McKelvey.  DG Lion Tom Gordon is at the podium with 

Lion Ken Drynan who was MC for the evening. 

Charter Night Celebrations Cont’d 
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LOOKING BACK 

Charter Night Minutes – November 30, 1943 

Charter Night of the Markham-Unionville Lion’s Club was held on November 30th.  A banquet was served by 

the Women’s Association of St. Andrew’s United Church in the Church Hall.  Thirty nine of the forty four mem-

bers of the club were present.  Fourteen outside clubs were represented – Midland, Newmarket, Barrie, Rich-

mond Hill, Stouffville, Orillia, Alliston, Scarborough, Toronto Runnymede, Toronto Beaches, Toronto Danforth, 

Toronto Central, Toronto York and Toronto Parkdale. 

A number of out-of-town guests were late because of poor motoring weather; however, a place was found for 

them and altogether two hundred and one Lions and Ladies were served at the banquet.  Chairman for the 

evening was Lion Andy Williams, President of the sponsoring Stouffville Club. 

Among the guests was District Governor Ernie Houghton, Deputy District Governor Gilmour Nesbit, and Dis-

trict Secretary Bruce Malcolm. 

Following the banquet, District Governor Ernie Houghton addressed the new club members and guests and pre-

sented the Charter and then installed the officers of the Markham-Unionville Lions Club.  Greetings were 

brought from outside clubs and those clubs which are in Zone 8 presented our club with some needy pieces of 

equipment.  These gifts were as follows: 

  Midland Lions Club   Picture of King George 

  Newmarket Lions Club   Union Jack 

  Richmond Hill Lions Club  American Flag 

  Barrie Lions Club   Framed Code of Ethics 

  Runnymede Lions Club  Framed Code of Patriotism and Cit. 

  Penetenguishene Lions Club  Gavel (Hand made.) 

  Stouffville Lions Club   Gong 

  Bradford Lions Club   President’s Jewel 

  Orilla Lions Club   Pine Box 

  Alliston Lion’s Club   Secretary’s Jewel 

During the evening Miss Fisher of Richmond Hill and Miss Peggy Woods of Markham entertained with vocal 

selections.  A magician provided by the Runnymede Club gave a demonstration of sleight-of-hand. 

Many Lions and Ladies adjourned to the Town Hall where a short euchre was held.  Because of a lengthy pro-

gram at the church hall only five rounds of cards were played.  The winners were Mrs. Gordon Penny and Percy 

Wilson. 

During the euchre, Misses Betty Rae, Nancy Rae, and Mary Campbell, accompanied by Miss Woods, enter-

tained the players with the Sailor’s Hornpipe. 

The draw for the chickens was held with Mrs. A. Wideman, Markham, Mrs. L. Roberts, Unionville, and Miss 

Elizabeth Williamson, Markham, were the lucky winners. 

W.O. Dingwall 

Secretary, Markham Lions Club 


