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PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE 

As I look out my window today on April 6, and see white 

stuff floating to the ground and not turning into water, I 

question quite seriously if Spring is truly òjust around the 

corneró. It seems to have been a long, nasty winter or is 

that my old age just catching up with me. I have never 

been a big fan of winter, derived I suppose, from my early 

childhood in Hamilton where the dampness and cold got 

into your bones and made your fingers and toes ache for 

hours (or so it seemed). My Montreal experience of seeing 

it snow for 62 straight days in 1971 did little to endear me 

to this frozen season either.  

But enough self -doubtingé. Spring must be there some-

place because Lion Jack Dawson handed out the Spring Flower sales sheets at the last 

meeting and  Lion Jim Wicks talked about the Pancake Breakfast and Lion Larry Tod did 

18 at Rolling Hills.  

Lots of things have been happening around the Club since the last report.  

In March the Club played host to two district functions; the Camp Kirk Directors meet-

ing and the Joint Zone meeting. Both groups were very grateful for the way the Club wel-

comed them. Thanks to all 19 Markham Lions that attended the JZ meeting as you once 

again proved that you overwhelmingly support District activities.  

April 3 rd   was our annual Dinner Theatre night with 16 members, spouses and friends in 

attendance. The group reported 

that they enjoyed the evening even 

if they had heard some of the jokes 

before and thanked Lion 

George and his committee for 

their efforts.  

    On a windy April 4 th , Lion 

Ron led a contin- gency of 16 Li-

ons, spouses and friends to Oak-

ville to attend the LFC Dogguide 

Open House. Sev- eral hundred lo-

cal visitors at- tended and they 

all got an inside glimpse of òone of 

Oakvilleõs best kept secretsó. 

Every time I go there, I always learn something new about this amazing facility. This 

time we saw the hearing, personal assistance and epilepsy dogs in action and their capa-

(Continued on page 9) 
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IN  THIS  ISSUE 

Bits and Bytes 

OAK BROOK, IL USA, and Geneva, March 27, 2009  ð The Inter-

national Association of Lions Clubs (LCI) and the International 

Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) have 

joined forces in order to strengthen the essential role volunteers 

play in preparing for disasters and in responding to emergencies at 

the community level.  

 

At a ceremony to mark the signing of a Memorandum of Under-

standing between the two institutions, Albert F. Brandel, president 

of the International Association of Lions Clubs, said: "Lions Clubs 

International and its network of 45,000 clubs in 205 countries have 

long provided relief to victims of natural disasters.   The Memoran-

dum between Lions Clubs International and the International Fed-

eration will further strengthen our ability to respond in time of 

need, and should be viewed as mutually beneficial."   ééééé.. 

 

4,000,000 ñ The number of children from nearly 100 countries 

who have participated in the Lions International Peace Poster 

Contest during the last 20 years. Through their art, they have 

learned to express their feelings about peace in the world.  

Seniors are more likely to be targets of crime than people in any 

other age group, York Regional Police said.  

Most of the time, seniors are victims of fraud by telephone, on the 

Internet or even in person.  

Here are a few tips to help reduce your risk of being victimized by 

fraud:  

Home Repair/Service Call Fraud  

Å Ask for and check identification of anyone coming to your door; 

Å If you are unsure, do not let the person in; 

Å Call the company to ensure it has representatives in your com-

munity;  

Å Check references;  

Å Always get a second quote or estimate; 

Å Be wary of any company asking for money up front; 

Å Talk to a friend or family member or have them with you when 

you are arranging services  

Å Do not rush your decision. Do your research and;  

Å Never leave anyone alone in your home 

 

Title: Scotch Nosing  

Contact: Sharon Lions Club (email: sharonlions @ rogers.com)  

Details: 5th Annual Scotch Nosing  

  

Did you know that LCI currently supports the eleven following lan-

guages: Cantonese, English, Finnish, French, German, Italian, 

Japanese, Korean, Mandarin, Portuguese, Spanish, and Swedish.  
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MARKHAM LIONS 

 EYEGLASS COLLECTION LOCATIONS 

(Submitted by Lion Bill Hosking) 

NOTE: In the mall, Pearl Vision, Sears and Lenscrafters have their own programme. 

To Be Delivered to Medical Ministry International, 363 Arvin Avenue, Stoney Creek. 

Take QEW, exit at Centennial Parkway, BUT do not go onto Centennial Parkway, go onto the South Service Road, travel about 

4 km to Millen Road. Take Millen about 1 block, turn right onto Arvin. Number 363 is a warehouse, no name on it. Go along the 

side to the back door. Enter and you will find rows of truck engines. Find someone and he/she will know what you are talking 

about. They will have someone open the front door for you. 

 

¶ Walmart     Markville Mall 

 M-F 10:00 am ð 8:00 pm 

¶ Frames of Mind Optical   Markville Mall  

 2nd Floor east side at entrance north of Gap 

    905-415-9345 

¶ Eye Right 4997 Hwy 7, South of Markville Mall 

 M - F 10:00 am ð 6:00 pm 

¶ Markham Optometric   4997 Hwy 7, South of Markville 

Mall 

¶ Onyx Optical  l549 Bur Oak  CLOSED Jan 

08? 

¶ Dr. Lyn Kuhn  5990 Sixteenth Ave.   

 (North west corner 16th & Hwy 48) 

¶ Markham Vision Centre   9275 Markham Rd.   (north 

side of Garden Basket) 

¶ Heritage Eye Care       381 ð 383   unit 6  Main  St N. 

(S.E. corner  16th & Hwy 48) 

¶ Dr. MacDonald           262 Main Street North 

¶ Grace Church 19 Village Parkway 

¶ Towne Optical            117 Main St. N 

¶ Dr. Walji    6633 Hwy 7  Ashgrove Medical Centre 

(S.W. Corner 9th Line/Hwy 7) 

 M ð W  12:00 - 8:00 T ð F  9:30 4:00  905-

 471-3937 

¶ Dr. Virgin                   5873 Hwy 7  

  (just west of Hwy 48) 

One day at a busy airport, the passengers on a commercial airliner are 

seated waiting for the pilot to show up so they can get under way. 

The pilot and co-pilot finally appear in the rear of the plane and begin 

walking up to the cockpit through the center aisle. Both appear to be 

blind; the pilot is using a white cane, bumping into passengers right and 

left as he stumbles down the aisle. The co-pilot is using a guide dog. 

Both have their eyes covered with sunglasses. 

At first, the passengers do not react thinking that it must be some sort 

of practical joke. After a few minutes though, the engines start revving, 

and the airplane begins moving down the runway. 

The passengers look at each other with some uneasiness. They start 

whispering among themselves and look desperately to the stewardesses 

for reassurance. 

Yet, the plane starts accelerating rapidly, and people begin panicking. 

Some passengers are praying, and as the plane gets closer and closer to 

the end of the runway, the voices are becoming more and more hysteri-

cal. 

When the plane has less than twenty feet of runway left, there is a sud-

den change in the pitch of the shouts as everyone screams at once. At 

the very last moment, the plane lifts off and is airborne. 

Up in the cockpit, the co-pilot breathes a sigh of relief and tells the pilot: 

"You know, one of these days the passengers aren't going to scream, and 

we aren't going to know when to take off!"  

Lion Bill Hosking presents a Certificate of Apprecia-

tion to Christine Pafomow of Town Optical 
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Editorõs Note:  The following is from 

Wikipedia the on-line encyclopaedia and 

may be of interest. 

A firework  is classified as a low ex-

plosive pyrotechnic device used pri-

marily for aesthetic and entertain-

ment purposes. The most common 

use of a firework is as part of a fire-

works display . A fireworks  event 

(also called a fireworks show  or 

pyrotechnics ) is a display of the 

effects produced by firework devices. 

Fireworks competitions are also 

regularly held at a number of places. 

Fireworks (devices) take many forms 

to produce the four primary effects: 

noise, light, smoke, and floating mate-

rials (confetti for example). They may 

be designed to burn with colored 

flames and sparks. Displays are com-

mon throughout the world and are 

the focal point of many cultural and 

religious celebrations. 

Fireworks were originally invented in 

ancient China in the 12th century to 

scare away evil spirits, as a natural 

extension of the Chinese invention of 

gunpowder. Such important events 

and festivities as Chinese New Year 

and the Mid-Autumn Moon Festival 

were and still are times when fire-

works are guaranteed sights. China is 

the largest manufacturer and ex-

porter of fireworks in the world. 

Fireworks are generally classified as 

to where they perform, either as a 

ground or aerial firework. In the lat-

ter case they may provide their own 

propulsion (skyrocket) or be shot 

into the air by a mortar (aerial shell). 

The most common feature of fire-

works is a paper or pasteboard tube 

or casing filled with the combustible 

material, often pyrotechnic stars. A 

number of these tubes or cases are 

often combined so as to make, when 

kindled, a great variety of sparkling 

shapes, often variously colored. The 

skyrocket is a common form of fire-

work, although the first skyrockets 

were used in war. The aerial shell, 

however, is the backbone of today's 

commercial aerial display, and a 

smaller version for consumer use is 

known as the festival ball in the 

United States. Such rocket technol-

ogy has also been used for the deliv-

ery of mail by rocket and is used as 

propulsion for most model rockets. 

FIREWORKS AND TAX TIME 

 

 

 

Some people think the government owes them 

a living.  The rest of us would gladly settle for a 

small refund.  

Whomever said that truth never hurts 

never had to fill out a T1 General.  

There are two types of people who complain 

about paying their income tax.  Men and 

women.  

A lot of people still have the first dollar they 

ever made.  The government has the rest. 

Isn't it appropriate that the month when the 

taxes are due begins with April Fool's Day and 

ends with cries of "May Day!"?   

A man, called to testify at the IRS, asked his 

accountant for advice on what to wear. 

"Wear your shabbiest clothing. Let him 

think you are a pauper." 

Then he asked his lawyer the same ques-

tion, but got the opposite advice. "Do not 

let them intimidate you. Wear your most 

elegant suit and tie. 

Confused, the man went to his rabbi, told 

him of the conflicting advice, and requested 

some resolution of the dilemma. 

"Let me tell you a story," replied the rabbi. 

"A woman, about to be married, asked her 

mother what to wear on her wedding night. 

'Wear a heavy, long, flannel nightgown that 

goes right up to your neck.' But when she 

asked her best friend, she got conflicting 

advice: 'Wear your most sexy negligee, with 

a V neck right down to your navel. 

The man protested, "What does all this 

have to do with my problem with the IRS?" 

"No matter what you wear, you are 

going to get screwed."  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Explosive_material
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Explosive_material
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pyrotechnics
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pyrotechnics
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Confetti
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Celebration_%28party%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_China
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gunpowder
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinese_New_Year
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moon_Festival
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Air_propulsion
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Skyrocket
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mortar_%28weapon%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aerial_shell
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Combustion
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pyrotechnic_stars
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Festival_ball&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rocket
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rocket_mail
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rocket_mail
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Model_rocket
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RECRUITING, MENTORING AND RETAINING  

On page 8 
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THE LIGHTER SIDE  

 

Two young boys were discussing their 

ailments together in the children's ward. 

"Are you medical or surgical?" asked the 

first, who had been in the ward for a 

week. 

 

"I don't know what you mean," replied 

the second. 

 

"It's simple," replied the first. "Were you 

sick when you came in here? Or did they 

make you sick when you got here?"  

 

Dog looks at human and thinks: 

"My hero, my friend, my buddy."  

 

Cat looks at human and thinks: 

"My can-opener."  

 

A rather awkward freshman finally got 

up the nerve to ask a pretty junior for a 

dance at the homecoming. 

 

She gave him the once-over and said, 

"Sorry, I won't dance with a child." 

 

"Please forgive me," responded the un-

derclassman. "I didn't realize you were 

pregnant."  

 

The happy couple were being inter-

viewed on their Golden Wedding 

Anniversary. The society reporter 

asked, "In all that time, did you ever 

consider a divorce?" 

 

"Oh, no, not divorce, we're too old 

fashioned for that," the husband re-

plied. 

 

"Murder sometimes," the wife offered 

"but never divorce."  

 

Nancy, a city girl, married a farmer. One 

morning, before the farmer went out to 

the field, he said, "Honey, today the 

artificial insemination man is coming 

over to impregnate one of the cows. I 

put a nail in a two-by-four over the stall. 

Please show him which one it is." 

 

When he arrived, Nancy led him down 

the row of stalls until she saw the nail. 

She pointed to the stall and he asked 

her, "Are you sure?" 

 

"It's the one with the nail," said Nancy. 

 

"What's the nail for?" asked the man. 

 

"I guess it's to hang your pants on," re-

plied Nancy.  

 

Two elderly women were out driving 

in a large car-both could barely see 

over the dashboard. As they were 

cruising along they came to an inter-

section. The stoplight was red but 

they just went on through. 

 

The passenger turned to the other 

woman and said, "Mildred! Did you 

know we just ran a red lights! You 

could have killed us!"  

 

Mildred turned to her and said "Oh, 

am I driving?"  

 

Recently a guy in Paris nearly got away 

with stealing several paintings from the 

Louvre. However, after planning the 

crime, getting in and out past security, 

he was captured only 2 blocks away 

when his van ran out of gas. 

 

When asked how he could mastermind 

such a daring and otherwise brilliant 

crime and then make such an obvious 

error... 

 

... He replied: "I 'ad no Monet to buy 

Degas to make de Van Gogh."...  

 

A couple drove several miles down a 

country road, not saying a word. An 

earlier discussion had led to an argu-

ment, and neither wanted to concede 

their position.  

 

As they passed a barnyard of mules 

and pigs, the wife sarcastically asked, 

"Relatives of yours?"  

 

"Yep," the husband replied, "In-laws."  

 

A couple just started their Lamaze class 

and they were given an activity requiring 

the husband to wear a bag of sand - to 

give him an idea of what it feels like to 

be pregnant. The husband stood up and 

shrugged saying, "This doesn't feel so 

bad." 

 

The instructor then dropped a pen and 

asked the husband to pick it up. 

 

"You want me to pick up the pen as if I 

were pregnant, the way my wife would 

do it?" the husband asked. 

 

"Exactly," replied the instructor. 

 

To the delight of the other husbands, he 

turned to his wife and said, "Honey, pick 

up that pen for me."  

 

A boy was watching his father, a pas-

tor, write a sermon. "How do you 

know what to say?" he asked. 

 

"God tells me." 

 

"Oh, then why do you keep crossing 

things out?"  

 

In Africa, some of the native tribes have 

a custom of beating the ground with 

clubs and uttering spine chilling cries. 

 

Anthropologists call this a form of primi-

tive self-expression..... 

 

In Markham we call it golf.  
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RECRUITING, MENTORING AND RETAINING  

Contõd from page 6 
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PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE/ YOUR HEALTH 

bilities are a living tribute to the outstanding dedication of the dog -training staff. While there, we took 

the opportunity to present a cheque for $6,000 to Julie Jelenek, Manager of Development and Commu-

nications. Ms. Jelenek thanked the Markham Lions for their continuing, outstanding support of the 

facilityõs efforts and invited us back to see our sponsored dog graduate. 

Itõs onward into Spring with a kick-off in Oshawa at the A -16 Convention on April 17. Convention 

Chair George tell us that there will be 17 members and 8 spouses/friends attending  this year and we 

are looking forward to having a great time socializing with the many Lions in our District. On Sunday, 

Lion David will hopefully be elected to 1 st Vice District Governor and we wish him all the best in the 

election. Lion David sends along his per-

sonal thanks to all the Markham Lions 

that supported him by accompanying 

him on his campaign around the District.  

Speaking about thanks, the Mark-

ham Food Bank ap- preciates all the ef-

forts of the 17 Lions that have donated 

their time to this community effort in 

the last two weeks. With a little over 

one week to go, it ap- pears that we will 

hit close to 100 hours of community ser-

vice. The Clubõs re- sponse is truly re-

markable and shows that we really care 

about our disadvan- taged citizens.  

This years Flower Sales and Fireworks Sales could be tough sledding in this down -economy. With this 

in mind, the Communications Committee thought it to be appropriate to publicly thank Markham in a 

newspaper ad for their past support and also remind them that we can help the community only 

through their continued support. The ad will appear twice in the Economist and Sun and was funded 

through this Committeeõs budget. 

Flower Sales will need an extra effort this year on the part of all members so get out early and often. 

Donõt rely on your old standbys; they may let you down. Tackle new neighbourhoods and ask for their 

business. You will hear many ònoõsó but when you get an order, it makes it all worthwhile. Good luck 

and letõs prove that we can set a new record high in a down-year. 

Until next month,  

Yours in Lionism,  

Lion President Jack  

(Continued from page 1) 

A young couple on the brink of di-

vorce visit a marriage counsellor. The 

counsellor asks the wife what is the 

problem.  

She responds " My husband suffers 

from premature ejaculation."  

The counsellor turns to her husband 

and inquires "Is that true?"  

The husband replies "Well not exactly, 

it's her that suffers not me."  
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THE ROVING EYE  
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