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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

   This new year has begun with a lost of one of our o w n . 

   Lion Jim Thomson's contribution to Lionism in general 

   and the Markham Lions Club specifically was amazing. 

   He served in all the key leadership positions, earned 

   the Helen Keller and Melvin Jones awards. He was one 

   of a very few Lions who planned and organized the relo

   cation of our food booth from its former location at 

   Highway 7 and Highway 48 to it's current location at 

McCowan and Elgin Mills. My first encounter with Jim was when I was Co-

Chair of the Food Booth & Property Committee about five years ago. The 

lasting virtue that I will take from my knowing Jim is his very effective deci-

sion making, an ability that was underpinned by a practical wisdom and an 

acute attention to detail. I received first-hand experience of his attention to 

detail as he meticulously taught me how to properly clean the mustard and 

ketchup pumps. We will miss Jim, but we will always remember him. 

 On another subject, I asked our club leadership to give me some ideas 

about the desired general direction for MLC over the long term.  The input I 

received was terrific and is now documented in our "We Serve Strategy". 

Dick Peel aptly stated that we want to be the premier service club in Mark-

ham . I can't help thinking back to the four-page Lions insert to the Econo-

mist and Sun newspaper (January 15, 2011) . WE ARE THE PREMIER 

SERVICE CLUB IN MARKHAM . Jack McBride took the leadership to plan 

and organize the preparation of the insert. Way to go Jack! 

 Speaking of Jack McBride it was a wonderful honour for me to pre-

sent the Melvin Jones award to him on January 20th. On that same occa-

sion, I also had the honour of presenting Grace Medland with her Lions Key 

award. Long Service Chevrons went to Nirmala Armstrong, Ken Harris, 

Bruce Marshall, Grace Medland, (10 years); Dick Peel, and Bill Hosking (15 

years); and Glen Schick (25 years). 

 From a performance results point of view, we are having a good year 

so far. Our fund raising has produced charitable givings of $17k to the end of 

December. This puts us on track to exceed $30k which is our goal for the 

2010-2011 fiscal period, a goal that is considerably more ambitious than that 

for last year. In terms of workforce hours associated with all fund raising, 

social and community events we are up to 1310 hours.  This is an amazing 

demonstration of commitment.   A heart felt thanks to all ! 
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Lion Mark Carrington                                                                                                      

    

Happy New Year to our Lions family. 

It is a new year and it is time for a 

new  start. Let us forget about the 

things that went wrong during the 

past year  and focus on all the good 

things that were accomplished during 

2010. We should not look back and second guess our-

selves to think that only if we had done things differently 

we would have achieved better success.  

In 2011 and beyond we should continue to build on the 

things that we did successful and look at the year ahead 

with hope and commitment to serving and helping oth-

ers. Whenever a New Year comes around many people 

generally make promises or New Year resolutions in an 

attempt to try to improve their lives. While a small num-

ber of people will achieved their goals many others will 

not surpass the first month. This result indicates that 

those that are unsuccessful sometimes set unrealistic 

goals and/or are not committed. 

We as Lions should be setting realistic achievable goals 

and get involved in projects where we can be assured of 

positive results and in turn enhancing the profile of the 

Markham Lions and its members. The ultimate winners 

are those that need it most in our community. 

 

What’s In A Name 

A woman arrived at a party and while scanning the guests, 

she spotted an attractive man standing alone. She approached 

him, smiled and said, ―Hello. My name is Carmen.‖ ―That‘s a 

beautiful name,‖ he replied. ―Is it a family name? ―No‖ she re-

plied. As a matter of fact I gave it to myself. It represents the 

things that I enjoy the most – cars and men. Therefore I chose 

―Carmen‖. ―What‘s your name‖ she said. He answered ―B.J. 

Titsengolf. 
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BITS  AND BYTES 

MLC Up-Coming Events: 

January 29, 2011, 7:30 P.M: Card Party at the Markham Lawn Bowling Club. FREE 

February 12, 2011: Dinner Theatre Night. The show will be ―PS Uncle Angus‖,  

 February 21, 2011: Family Day at the Markham Museum. MLC Display will be 

opened for visitors. 

March 24: Lions Orientation Night for new members and those who would like a re-

fresher.  2nd Vice District Governor Tom Gordon has been invited to make a presentation at 

this program. 

Raffle Draw: Tickets are now on sale for the 1 week Alaskan Cruise for two. There are 4 

prizes to be won. Tickets are now on sale $20.00 each. The Draw will take place on June 1, 

District A-16  

District A-16 Convention will be held April 29,30 and May 1, 2011 at the Pinstone Haliburton Re-

sort & Conference Centre, Haliburton.  

—————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Effective Speaking Contest  

District A-16 Effective Speaking Contest will be held on March 26, 2011. 

—————————————————————————————————————————— 

Certified Guiding Lion Course: 

All Lions are invited to attend a Guiding Lion Course on Sunday, February 20, 2011, 8:30 a.m. to 

3:00 p.m. at The Optimists Hall (Upstairs) 56 Forhan Drive  (1 block east of Leslie, South 

off Davis Drive) Newmarket, Ontario. The cost will be $5.00 per which includes coffee and 

a light lunch. Call Mike Springford at 905  895 3039 or email, mike@springford.ca ASAP. 

      —————————————————————————————————————————————— 

District A-16 Tailtwisters’  

Sharing Evening at the Sunderland Lions‘ Hall on Monday, January 31, 2011 - 7:00 pm. Come 

and share the What, Why, When, Where, How, and  Who of Tailtwisting. Meet  the masters and 

the novices of the art of ―Twisting Tails‖. Prizes, Fun, Laughs, camaraderie & Other Good Stuff. 

R.S.V.P. 2nd Vice District Governor Tom Gordon.tmgordon@rogers.com Home – 905-898-3315  

Cell – 905-717-0340 

MD”A”Convention 

MD‖A Convention will be held May 26 to 29 at the Hampton Inn, Ottawa. Please visit the 

website (www.mdalions.org) for more information. 



PAGE 4 JUNGLE  TALK  JANUARY 2011  

 

 

TURKEY ROLL NIGHT 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some of the top Brains in MLC putting their heads 

together trying to sort out the 50/50 draw tickets and 

money at the Turkey Roll Night. (L-R) Lions Al Web-

ber, George McKelvey and John Styles. 

Lion Royden McDermid cashing in one of his many 

winnings, Lion Claire Quesnel who called BINGO 

is double checking to ensure Lion Roy is a winner. 

One of the many games played at Turkey Roll Night 

Lion President Larry (cup in hand) is making sure 

his money stays in his pocket 

Lion Fred Sheehy and his wife Lorna showing off  

their big winnings. Lorna to Fred, ―I‘ll take that 

money Fred‖. 
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 ROVING EYE 

  

 

 

Members their wives and friends enjoying each oth-

ers company at the Christmas Party 

 

I would appear that Lion President Larry Tod 

(left) is offering Lion Glenn Schick a hug at the 

Christmas Party but he is having none of it. May-

be Lion Larry is trying to make a point. 

The Power of $20.00 

Mr. Dan Carter, during his dynamic speech to the Club at our 

Membership Meeting January 20, 2011, challenged members with 

$20.00 he gave to Lion Mervin Joseph to do something good with 

it in 24. Within 10 to 15 minutes Dan‘s $20.00 grew to a healthy 

$780.00 and later made up to $800.00. Within the 24 hours the 

Youth Services Committee met and decided to fund a Leo Club 

project that involves the mentally handicapped at the Centre of 

Dreams - Markham. A Cheque will be presented to the Leo Club 

at the next Markham Lions Regular Meeting on February 3. 

2011. 

A Thank you also go out to Mr. Dan Carter for his very uplifting 

and inspiring Presentation. On behalf of the Markham Lions and 

we wish him well and solute him for his dedication and commitment to changing the lives of 

the mentally ill and the less fortunate. 

 A big thank you go out to the Markham Lions and its members for their kindness and gen-

erosity. This only goes to show that a small gesture can achieve big dividends. 
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CELEBRATIONS 

 

 

 

 

                     

Happy Anniversary Wishes go out to 

Lions Tim & Nirmala Armstrong who 

celebrated their 15th Wedding Anni-

versary on December 14, 2010. 

 

Lion Ken Drynan is all smiles on the celebra-

tion of his birthday December 17, 2010. Con-

gratulations and best wishes Lion Ken. 

 

Birthday greetings go out to Lions Bill Dewber-

ry who Celebrated his birthday on January 13, 

2011. Many happy returns Lion Bill. 

Hi, Lion Tom Goldring your Birthday is com-

ing up on January 29, 2011. Have a great 

Birthday and enjoy. 
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THE LIGHTER SIDE  

A young lady stops by her grandmother's house on 

the way to a dance. She wants to introduce her boy 

friend to her grandmother. As they are chatting, her 

boy friend spies some peanuts on the coffee table. 

He begins munching on them as they converse.  

After about an hour, they are getting ready to leave 

and he thanks the grandmother for her hospitality 

and especially for the peanuts.  

"Oh, your welcome young man," she says. "I appreci-

ate you finishing them up. Ever since I lost my den-

tures I can only suck the chocolate off of them."  

 ***************************** 

"What time does the library open?" the man on the 

phone asked.  

"Nine A.M." came the reply. "And what's the idea of 

calling me at home in the middle of the night to ask 

a question like that?" 

"Not until nine A.M.?" the man asked in a disap-

pointed voice. 

"No, not till nine A.M.!" the librarian said. "Why do 

you want to get in before nine A.M.?" 

"Who said I wanted to get in?" the man sighed sadly. 

"I want to get out."  

 ****************************** 

My parents recently retired. Mom always wanted to 

learn to play the piano, so dad bought her a piano 

for her birthday. A few weeks later, I asked how she 

was doing with it. "Oh, we returned the piano." said 

My Dad, "I persuaded her to switch to a clarinet in-

stead." 

"How come?" I asked. "Because," he answered, "with 

a clarinet, she can't sing." 

 ***************************** 

A young couple gets married, and the groom asks 

his bride if he can have a dresser drawer of his own 

that she will never open. The bride agrees. After 30 

years of marriage, she notices that his drawer has 

been left open. She peeks inside and sees 3 golf balls 

and $1,000. 

She confronts her husband and asks for an explana-

tion. He explains "Every time I was unfaithful to 

you, I put a golf ball in the drawer." She figures 3 

times in 30 years isn't bad and asks "But what 

about the $1,000?" He replied "Whenever I got a 

dozen golf balls, I sold them" 

A burglar breaks into a house. He sees a CD player 

that he wants so he takes it. Then he hears a voice 

"JESUS is watching you". He looks around with his 

flashlight wandering "What The HELL Was That?". 

He spots some $ on a table and takes it......Once 

again he hears a voice " JESUS is watching you". He 

hides in a corner trying to find where the voice came 

from. He spots a birdcage with a parrot in it! He 

goes over and asks " Was that your voice?". It said 

"YES". He then says "What's your name?". It says 

"MOSES". The burglar says " What kind of person 

names his bird moses??" The parrot replys "THE 

SAME PERSON THAT NAMES HIS ROTWEILER 

"JESUS". 

 ***************************** 

It was the day of the big sale. Rumours of the sale 

and some advertising in the local paper were the 

main reason for the long line that formed by 8:30 in 

the morning in front of the store. A small man 

pushed his way to the front of the line, only to be 

pushed back, amid loud and colourful curses. 

On the man's second attempt, he was punched 

square in the jaw, and knocked around a bit, and 

then thrown to the end of the line again. As he got 

up the second time, he said to the person at the end 

of the line, "That does it! If they hit me one more 

time, I don't open the damn store!" 

 ***************************** 

Little Johnny's kindergarten class was on a field 

trip to their local police station where they saw pic-

tures, tacked to a bulletin board, of the 10 most 

wanted criminals. One of the youngsters pointed to 

a picture and asked if it really was the photo of a 

wanted person. "Yes," said the policeman. "The de-

tectives want very badly to capture him." Little 

Johnny asked, "Why didn't you keep him when you 

took his picture?" 

 ***************************** 

A guy walks into a bar and orders a drink. After a 

few more he needs to go to the can. He doesn't want 

anyone to steal his drink so he puts a sign on it say-

ing, "I spat in this beer, do not drink!". After a few 

minutes he returns and there is another sign next to 

his beer saying, "So did I!" 
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MEMBERSHIP 

The following are some tips for recruiting New Members for the Markham Lions 

Club. Some of these ideas will not work for all but will be a benefit to the majority. 

 

Why recruit New Members? 

for new ideas 

to help spread the work among members 

to keep the organization alive 

to get the work done 

Here are a few tips. 

Get all active members involved in thinking up new methods for recruiting new 

members. Pool these ideas. 

Use personal contacts such as word-of-mouth and invite a friend or acquaintanc-

es to a dinner meeting 

Have current members tell their story or experience at meetings or gatherings of 

membership when prospective members are present. 

Try to think what would interest YOU in volunteering. 

The best volunteer recruiters are members who are happy with the organization. 

People are attracted to programs that utilize positive, honest, enthusiastic ap-

peals. 

Take interested in your new members, not only as volunteers but as individuals. 

New Members will lose interest if they have signed up to help and there isn't a 

job for them 

Involve new members in decision making. Make certain they feel they are an im-

portant part of the organization. 

Recognize their efforts. Saying "thanks" goes a long way. 

A satisfied member will 

do a good job for the organization 

have only good things to say about the organization 

give the organization a good reputation 

 be committed and enthusiastic 
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LIONS INTERNATIONAL 
 

 

Global Service Action Campaigns 

Protecting our Environment   

In April, Lions Clubs International will shine a light on the environment.  All Lions clubs 

around the world are invited to participate in this global effort by planning events and activi-

ties such as: 

· organizing a community clean-up project; 

· working with a local forestry department to plant trees in your community; 

· educating your community about easy eco-friendly practices to adopt in daily life, and 

· organizing a recycling project to collect old eyeglasses, batteries and small electronics. 

——————————————————————————————————————————— 

Set Your Sights High 

 

Community service, membership growth, leadership development, communication and organi-

zational management are the five essential elements for the ongoing health of any Lions 

Club.  Clubs that succeed in ALL FIVE critical areas are eligible for the Club Excellence 

Award. 

 

At the district level, the District Governor Team Excellence Award recognizes the leaders in 

districts that strive for excellence in leadership, achieve positive membership growth and ac-

tively encourage clubs to conduct effective service projects. 

———————————————————————————————————————————                                                                                                                                                                                 

Commemorate Melvin Jones with a Gift to LCIF 

Help celebrate the birthday of our founder Melvin Jones by supporting LCIF. This week we 

remember him as a visionary for Lions Clubs International, as well as a committed servant to 

those in need. To honor his legacy, LCIF established the Melvin Jones Fellowship (MJF) pro-

gram in 1973. The MJF is a recognition of unrestricted donations of US$1,000 to LCIF. The 

gift can be made in full or with installments. Join the legacy of Melvin Jones while providing 

hope to those in need - make your MJF today!  

——————————————————————————————————————————— 

New LCIF Homepage Revealed 

A new LCIF homepage was recently unveiled, matching the updated brand image. This is just 

one of the positive changes from the LCIF Steering Committee, with many more new and in-

novative ideas to come in 2011. The redesigned homepage features the successes of LCIF's pro-

grams and initiatives. This refined design is compelling and better communicates the value of 

LCIF to both the external community and Lions. Check out the page at www.lcif.org. 
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 OBITUARY 

Lion James MacLean Thomson 

We lost a long term Lion with Jim‘s passing.  Lion Jim 

joined the Markham Lions Club in 1967 and was a Mark-

ham Lion for an amazing 44 years.  He truly demonstrated 

the real spirit of Lionism.  

 Lion Jim was President of the Markham Lions 1n 1979/80, 

a recipient of the Melvin Jones Fellowship (The highest hon-

our that can be bestowed on a Lion) and the Helen Keller 

Fellowship Awards, and a Life Member of the Lions Founda-

tion of Canada. Lion Jim recently received the Ontario Vol-

unteer Service Award from the Government of Ontario for 

over 40 years of service with the Markham Lions Club and 

was recognized by the Markham Lions Club for 40 years of 

100% perfect attendance. Lion Jim passed away on January 

16, 2011.  

The following are a few stories from Lion Dave Galloway to 

highlight Lion Jim‘s dedication. 

When I was becoming President, Lion Jim was Chair of 

Nominating, Constitution and By-laws.  We had a full slate 

except for the Secretary position.  We ended the meeting 

with Lion Jim to check with a couple of members we thought possible for the position.  I guess not; when 

Lion Jim presented the slate at the next general meeting the Secretary position was listed as – ‗Lion 

Jim‘.   Although I don‘t believe that it was his favourite way to spend time he did an excellent job – eve-

rything done well and on time. 

When I was Treasurer I sometimes took the `float` up to the food booth in the early morning.   One year I 

was having a cup of coffee before leaving and we had a few early-bird customers who were complaining 

that there were no condiments.  I went to the kitchen and found the wood condiment trays with the holes 

in them.  I didn‘t see anything to set in the holes to hold the condiments so I decided to pour some mus-

tard, relish and ketchup directly through the holes.  The customers seemed happy enough when I set it 

out.  However, Lion Jim arrived about that time and was not amused.  Not so much because of hygiene 

or reputation but because my method wasted some profits resulting in less for our community initiatives.  

(By the way, the team members pretty well all told me they hadn‘t put out the condiments as they didn‘t 

know how either. Turns out there were mixing bowls sitting in the drying rack for this purpose.) 

In my years as Bulletin Editor Lion Jim was one of a few who made many contributions of anecdotes, 

jokes and stories.  They were always appreciated!  The last one was in the October bulletin. 

Lion Jim came golfing with us from time to time.  Like me, he wanted to do well.  These last few years, 

although he wanted to get out there, the Doctor wouldn‘t let him.  However, he was part of the team that 

played in the Camp Kirk tournament.  Not only was it a fun game of golf, but Lion Jim was doing what 

Lions do best – supporting Lions activities. 

One of the Lions Clubs on Lake Simcoe used to run an Ice Fishing day. One year Jim and I were among 

the Markham contingent.  I was there just so I could say ―I went Ice Fishing.‖  Jim, on the other hand, 

hoped to catch something.  He expected the fish to provide the same level of service that he provided to 

the community.   He deserved a lot of fish. Lion Jim will be missed. 


