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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

The Christmas season has past, the New Year is upon us, 

and hopefully we have all made our resolutions. Certainly, 

Lion Ken Harris reminded us of the value in setting these 

objectives at our Regular Meeting held January 9th, 2014.  A 

warm welcome to Lions’ Bill Dyer and Don Brodie, inducted 

into the MLC by Lion Carl Vanseader.  Lion Bill was spon-

sored by Lion Fred Sheehy; and Lion Don was sponsored by 

Lion Ken Moon.  Membership Chairman Lion Bill Dewberry 

was all smiles with two new members joining our Club.   

Of course that meeting was our “Jokes and Gags” night, and 

not surprisingly, our Tail Twister Lion Jim Doak was dressed 

as a court jester.  A string of jokes with dinner, followed by  

Frick and Frack, Lions’ Mike Hiatt and Bryan Gray, and other stand up comedians. 

It was a fun way to start the calendar year. 

Our Directors’ Meeting held January 16th was well attended and we would welcome 

new members, new perspectives, and new challenges. These meetings focus on the 

business aspects of the Club, and there is always something to learn on membership, 

finance, bylaws, and the wonderful work going on in the committees. Every member 

can state their views; this establishes the benchmark of excellence expected in our 

Club.   

Through February and March, there are a number of events that will assist to shake 

off the winter doldrums.  The Regular Meetings and the Directors’ Meetings are 

listed in your Directory, please come out.  A number of social events are planned; the 

card night   January 25 at the Markham Lawn Bowling Club is free. The Herongate 

Dinner Theatre March 28, although not free, promises to be very funny. Something 

about British sex; my sponsor Lion George McKelvey assures me I’m old enough to 

sign up.   

Other events include Family Day at the Museum on February 17; a Joint Zone Meet-

ing March 10, and a number of visits to other Lions’ clubs in our Zone 18 West are in 

the planning stage.  Watch the sign-up sheets for details.  Vision and Hearing 

screening is coming to a school near you, no experience required, please just volun-

teer.  Finally, the good work in the committees continues unabated, your support of 

this endeavor is the essence of Lionism.  

Come on, let’s get together and have some fun.  

Best wishes.  Lion President Ken.   



PAGE 2 JUNGLE  TALK  JANUARY 2014  

 

 

1 President’s Message 

2 Editorial 

3 Bits and Bytes 

4 The Roving Eye, Part One 

5 The Roving Eye, Part Two 

6 Presentations 

7 The Lighter Side 

8 Induction 

9 Lions International 

10 Looking Back 

11 Moving on up 

12 The roving Eye, Part Three 

IN THIS ISSUE 

EDITORIAL 

 

 

The following is from the Canadian Code for Volun-

teer Involvement.  It reminds me a bit of a docu-

ment we prepared for the Porter Commission --- it 

was prepared by an Engineer, an Economist, and a 

PHD in English.  Nevertheless it contains some 

important ideas. 

 

THE VALUE OF VOLUNTEEER INVOLVEMENT 

Volunteer involvement has a powerful impact on Canadian society, 

communities, organizations, and individuals.  

Volunteer involvement is fundamental to a healthy and democratic society in 

Canada 

 It promotes civic engagement and active participation in shaping the soci-

ety we want 

 It gives everyone a voice and the space to contribute to the quality of life 

in communities  

Volunteer involvement is vital for strong, inclusive, and resilient communities 

 It promotes change and development through  the collective efforts of 

those who know the community best 

 It identifies and supports local strengths and assets to respond to commu-

nity challenges while strengthening the social fabric. 

Volunteer involvement builds the capacity of organizations  

 It provides organizations with the skills, talents, and perspectives that 

are essential to their relevance, vitality, and sustainability 

 It increases the capacity of organizations to accomplish their goals 

through programs and services that respond to and are reflective of the 

unique characteristics of their communities 

Volunteer involvement is personal 

 It promotes a sense of belonging and general wellbeing 

 It provides the opportunity for individuals to engage according to their 

personal preferences and motivations 

Volunteering is about building relationships 

 It connects people to the causes they care about, and allows community 

outcomes and personal goals to be met within a spectrum of engagement 

 It creates opportunities for non-profit organizations to accomplish their 

goals by engaging and involving volunteers, and it allows volunteers an 

opportunity to engage with and contribute to building community  

Lion Dave Galloway 
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BITS & BYTES 

Up-Coming Events: 

 February 6, 2014, 7pm - Regular Meeting - Unionville Presbyterian Church, DG Lion Lloyd Clifton Visit 

 Family Day - February 17, 2014—Markham Museum. 

 Herongate Dinner Theatre—”No Sex Please” - Friday March 28, 2014. 

 Tulips distribution for the Lung Association of Ontario - March 4, 2014. 

 A-16 Convention April 12 & 13, 2014 at the Quality Inn, Oshawa  

These Lions are celebrating Birth-

days/Anniversaries. Happy Birthday 

wishes to Lions Don Way, Bill Dew-

berry and Tom Goldring who are cele-

brating birthdays this month. Happy 

Birthday wishes to you all. 

 

Happy Anniversary to Lions Bill 

Hosking and his wife Zeny who cele-

brated in December and Alan Webber 

and his wife Jennifer who celebrated 

this month. Anniversary wishes to all 

these members. We hope that it was 

a very enjoyable occasion.  

Lion Don Way Lion Bill Dewberry Lion Tom Goldring 

Lion Bill Hosking Lion Alan Webber 

Birthday Greetings 

Happy Anniversary 
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THE ROVING EYE  

PART - ONE 

 

 

  

Above are some of the Markham Lions Wives and friends 

who were gathered at the Box Grove Community Centre on 

December 6, 2013 for a potluck dinner and beverages, the 

annual Cruise Raffle Draw, Turkey Roll and some friendly 

Bingo games. It was a very enjoyable evening. 

Above is the Town Crier John Webster and his 

wife Mary conducting the Annual Cruise Raf-

fle Draw at the Box Grove Community Centre 

on December 6, 2013 

Lion Grace Medland is busy calling the 

bingo numbers at the Box Grove Com-

munity Centre on December 6, 2013.  

In the photo top left centre are the winners of the Cruise Raffle 

draw. (L - R) Lion Mark Carrington, Dave Barrow, 2nd prize 

winner, Lion Ken Drynan, Vern Brown, 4th Prize winner and 

Lion Dick Peel, accepting for the 1st  Prize winner. 

Bottom left photo is Ann LaFontaine, 3rd prize winner. 
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THE ROVING EYE 

 PART - TWO 

 

2013 Christmas Party 

Members of the Markham Lions Club attended the annual President’s 

Christmas Party on December 15, 2013, hosted by Lion president Ken 

Drynan and his wife Elaine. There was lots to eat and drink and every-

one was in the that Christmas spirit. Everyone had a great time. 
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PRSEENTATIONS 

 

At the January 23, Regular Meeting, Lion 

Mark Carrington presented donation 

cheques to the recipients of the proceeds 

from the recently concluded Cruise Raffle 

Draw on December 6, 2013.  

(Top left) presention to Sandy Turney of 

the Lion Foundation of Canada/Dog 

Guides.  

(Top right) presentation to Donna Doherty 

of the Markham Stouffville Hospital. 

Bottom left, presentation to Lion Tom 

Goldring on behalf of Lions Camp Kirk 

Foundation. 

All parties thanked the Club for continued 

support and long standing association.  

 

Lion President Ken Drynan sat in all the 

photo. op. 

Presentations  
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THE LIGHTER SIDE 

Two blokes are having a drink in a pub. 

One says:  

"Did you know that Lions have sex up to 12 times a 

night?" 

"Aw shit,� says his friend, "and I just joined Rotary"  

 ****************************************** 

4. Lawyer on Vacation 
 

 A lawyer was on vacation in a small farming town. 

While walking through the streets one quiet Sun-

day morning, he came upon a large crowd gathered by 

the side of the road. Going by instinct, the lawyer fig-

ured that there was some sort of auto collision. He was 

eager to get to the injured parties but couldn't get near 

the car. 

 

Being a clever sort, he started shouting loudly, "Let me 

through! Let me through! I am the son of the victim." 

 

The crowd made way for him. Lying in front of the car 

was a donkey ! 

************************************************ 

What did the police officer say to the midget complain-

ing that someone picked his pocket? 

 I can’t believe someone would stoop so low. 

*************************************************** 

A lady rubbed a bottle and a genie  popped out. “You 

have one wish” said the genie. “Hey” countered the lady 

“I thought I get three wishes?” “Not from  me” said the 

genie “I’m not that powerful.” “OK” responded the lady 

taking out a map, “I am making a wish for  peace be-

tween this country……… .” “I’m really sorry” said the 

genie,  “but I am not powerful enough for that.”  “That’s 

fine” said the lady, “instead I would like to find a cool, 

caring man, who loves children, and cooking.” The ge-

nie sighed and said “alright….. let me see that map 

again.” 

************************************************ 

A guy was sitting quietly reading his paper when his 

wife walked up behind him and whacked him on the 

head with a magazine. 

          'What was that for?' he asked. 

That was for the piece of paper in your trouser pocket 

with the name Laura Lou written on it,' she replied. 

Two weeks ago when I went to the races, Laura Lou 

was the name of one of the horses I bet on,' he ex-

plained. 

          'Oh darling, I'm sorry,' she said. 'I should have 

known there was a good explanation.' 

Three days later he was watching TV when she walked 

up and hit him in the head again, this time with a fry-

ing pan, which knocked him out cold. 

When he came to, he asked, 'What was that for?' 

          'Your horse phoned.' 

*************************************************** 

A man walks into a bar. He orders a drink and says to 

the bartender 'How tall does a Penguin grow?' 

The bartender replies 'About two feet.' 

'Damn says the man I've just ran over a nun!' 

*********************************************** 

A guy goes in a bar and gets really drunk and starts to 

walk home. Every 2 steps he falls. 

So he is 2 steps away from his doorway and he falls in. 

Then he tries to walk up the stairs quietly and get in 

bed. 

In the morning his wife gets up before him and says 

"Were you drinking lastnight?" 

He asks, "how did you know?" 

She says "you left your wheelchair at the bar" 

*************************************************** 

A farmer in the country has a watermelon patch and 

upon inspection he discovers that some of the local kids 

have been helping themselves to a feast. 

The farmer thinks of ways to discourage this profit eat-

ing situation. So he puts up a sign that reads 

"WARNING; ONE OF THESE WATERMELONS CON-

TAINS CYANIDE! 

The farmer returns a week later to discover that none 

of the watermelons have been eaten, but finds another 

sign that reads, "NOW THERE ARE TWO!" 
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INDUCTION 

At the first Regular meeting on January 9, 2014 two new members Don Brodie sponsored by Lion Ken Moon 

and Bill Dyer sponsored by Lion Fred Sheehy were inducted into the Markham Lions Club. The Ceremony was 

conducted by Past Zone chair Carl Vanseader. Both new members were given a hearty welcome by the mem-

bers in attendance.  

In the Photo above standing are L - R; Lion Carl Vanseader, Lion Ken Moon the new Lions Don Brodie and 

Bill Dyer and Lion Fred Sheehy. 

FRICK & FRACK 

The January 9th Regular Meeting was Jokes and Gags 

night with many members contributing to the occasion 

with some humorous stories. In the photo above Frick and 

Frack (Lions Bill Dewberry and Larry Tod) did a musical 

duet and as a result of the ineptness of the performers, the 

Lions present were treated with a performance which was 

evident from the laughter throughout the room. 

Also in the photo is Lion Fred Sheehy and his wife Lorna. 

 

On January 23, 2014 Lion Stan Durward (Above 

Left) was the guest speaker. Stan updated the 

Club on the upcoming International Convention 

which is being held in Toronto July 4 - 8, 2014. 

Lion Dick Peel (right) presented Lion Stan with 

a donation cheque. 
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LIONS INTERNATIONAL 

2014 International Convention 

The 97th Annual Lions International Convention in being held in the City of Toronto July 4 - 8, 

2014. It is time to  register and reserve your hotel now or register as a volunteer don’t miss this 

event. By attending you will have an opportunity to meet Lions and Lionesses from all over the 

world. 

Toronto is one of the most cultural and diverse countries in the world and there is much to see and 

shopping opportunities in Toronto. In attending the convention there will be an opportunity to see 

beautiful  places while combining business with pleasure. 

 

Listen to Lions Online Radio 

The Lions Clubs International Online Radio is now streaming music for free for your listening 

pleasure! Listen to your favorite songs on stations including Greatest Hits, Oldies, Country Hits 

and Classic Country. You'll also stay up-to-date with regular international news announcements 

that affect Lions everywhere.  Access the Lions Radio directly from the LCI website, or visit the Li-

ons Radio page and choose a media player of your choice (Windows Media Player, Quicktime, Win-

amp, etc.). Enjoy! 

 

Celebrate Family and Friends Month in April! 

There's nothing more important than family and friends. In April, let's show them how much they mean to 

us, and how much your Lions club means to the community. Family and Friends Month in April is an oppor-

tunity to invite your family and friends to learn, serve and celebrate with your club. Organize a service pro-

ject, plan an open house, host a lunch or even a picnic—you decide how to introduce your family and friends 

to the club you love. Download the Family and Friends Month flyer and get the word out to your members 

today! Learn more about Family and Friends on the LCI website. 

 

Environmental Photo Contest 

The 2013-14 Environmental Photo Contest (EPC) is a wonderful opportunity for Lions from around 

the world to showcase the beauty of their natural environment.  All multiple districts are encour-

aged to submit one photograph for the international contest that will be held during the 2014 Inter-

national Convention in Toronto. Many of the EPC photos are featured in the annual LCI wall calen-

dar.  To learn more about the contest and to purchase the 2014 calendar, please visit the Environ-

mental Photo Contest webpage. 

 

Peace Poster Contest 

The 2014 - 2015 Peace Poster kits are ready for purchase starting January 15, 2014. 
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LOOKING BACK 

The following speech by Kevin Krudwig was the winner of the French Boys category in 1993. I came across it re-

cently in the Jungle Talk from May1993 and immediately remembered it.  While I have heard many speeches as a Lion, few 

have left the impression that this one did.   Around that time I had spoken to a fellow camper who taught a gifted class at a 

school in Unionville. He informed me that the highest suicide rates among teens are in the gifted group. 

TEENAGE SUICIDE by Kevin Krudwig 

Hi.  I would like to introduce you to Jane.  Jane is an adolescent who moved from Quebec three years ago.  She is a quiet 

girl, both intelligent and beautiful and recently she attempted suicide. 

Mr. Chairman, Honourary Judges, Ladies and Gentlemen.  Suicide is no longer a faraway act associated only with the el-

derly and sick.  Now, more than ever, young people are turning to suicide as an escape to their problems. That’s what Jane 

did.  She wanted to escape from her problems and take the easy way out.  You see, Jane had recently broken up with her 

boyfriend.  It was her first in this new province and probably meant a lot to her.  So the break up left her in shock and de-

pressed.  But can such a minute thing actually cause someone to turn to suicide?  Yes, it can. 

There are times when the pressures of life become so intolerable for some, that suicide is seriously considered.  A person 

may come to feel that life no longer has any meaning.  He/she may not feel wanted or simply cannot face the difficulties.  

Common among adolescents is the motive to communicate a “message” to someone such as persuading them not to take an 

unwanted action like divorce.  In Jane’s case it was impulsive suicide behaviour.  Death seemed to be the best alternative in 

the heat of anger, disappointment and frustration.  Someone who attempts suicide but isn’t really planning to die, is gam-

bling with death. 

Nobody in the school expected Jane to attempt  suicide, she just wasn’t the type.  She never talked about it or gave us any 

warning.  Though no warning is rare, 80 per cent of potential suicidal persons give at least some warning.  They may have a 

change in personality, decreased interest in school and failing grades, or an obsession with death.  The greatest factor is 

usually depression and a feeling of hopelessness.  The most important force preventing young people from killing them-

selves is a warm and dependable relationship with someone who genuinely cares, someone who will really listen. 

Jane had people to talk to, and no one ever heard her talk of suicide.  She never said things like “I can’t stand it any longer, 

I want to die.”  Or “I’m going to end it all.” We simply had no idea how she felt.  If I had known I could have helped her.   

Just to be there and listen probably would have helped.  If not me, a guidance counsellor from school, her family Doctor or if 

needed a psychiatrist, they all could have helped her. 

One of the best things to do is talk to the suicidal person but most of all listen to what they have to say.  No matter how 

healthy or stable your friend has been in the past -- they are now very unhappy and potentially suicidal.  They are undergo-

ing a crisis in which they are not their normal self and are need of sympathy and understanding. 

Suicide ranks among the ten leading causes of death in North America, and is the second most frequent cause of death 

among young Canadians between 15 and 30.  Metropolitan Toronto has an average of six suicides each week. 

Depressed or suicidal teens who get effective help have a better than 80% chance for a full recovery.  Depression will not 

just disappear.  You must work through sad feelings and frustration, and remember your friend will not be cured overnight 

so stick by them. 

When Jane came back to school everyone had mixed feelings towards her.  It’s hard to face a good friend who has recently 

attempted suicide and have a conversation. I realized that the attempted suicide was a sort of cry for help and understand-

ing.  When an adolescent is depressed and troubled and has no available adult, it compounds the situation.  They may see 

suicide as the only way out, where as an adult could provide alternatives. 

So remember, if someone you know is having suicidal thoughts, talk with them, get adult professional help and never keep a 

friends suicidal feelings a secret.  What we must realize is that suicide threats are expressions both of a wish to die and a 

wish to be prevented from killing oneself.  You will also realize that if a person is prevented from committing suicide, they 

are usually very thankful afterwards.  How do I know this?  Because someone told me so.  Her name was Jane. 
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MOVING ON UP 

 

 

 

 

The Markham Lions Club  

Proudly presents 

Lion Ken Drynan     
Candidate for 

Zone Chairperson 
Zone 18 West 

2014—2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Committed to serving the Community 
through Lions Clubs in District A16 

To make a difference in the lives of 
those who are less fortunate than our-

selves 

We respectfully request your        
support and your vote 

Lion Ken 

Values 

 Health, family, friends and sports. 

 Travel, education, church affiliation. 

 Building friendships and service to the       
community through Lions Clubs.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Strengths 

 Good Communication Skills. 

 Listens, consults and acts promptly. 

 Professional Engineering background. 

 Independent business experience. 

 Understands Volunteerism is a skill set. 

Lions Service 

 Seven enthusiastic years of service with 
the Markham Lions Club. 

 Secretary 2008 - 2010. 

 Vice President 2010 - 2013. 

 President 2013 - 2014. 

 Honoured with a Judge Brian Stevenson  
Fellowship in 2012 

kdrynan@sympatico.ca 

Lion Ken Drynan is on the Move 



PAGE 12 JUNGLE  TALK  JANUARY 2014  

 

 

THE ROVING EYE 

PART - THREE 

At the Regular meeting on January 23, 2014 Lion Presi-

dent Ken Drynan (Far right) thanked the St Andrew’s 

United Church volunteers who serves the meals at dinner 

meetings and presented their learder Genie Gilchrist with 

a bouquet of flowers. Genie graciously thank the Mark-

ham Lions Club for their long standing friendship over 

the many years. 

 

Salvation Army Kettle Drive 

During the Christmas season  Li-

on George McKelvey (in the photo) 

is very relaxed manning a Kettle 

in Markville Mall collecting mon-

ey for the Salvation Army Christ-

mas Kettle Drive. This is a yearly 

occurrence and members the 

Markham Lions Club  do their 

part to assist the Salvation Army 

in their Kettle Drive. 

Also in the photo a Mall patron is 

making a contribution to the Sal-

vation Army. 

 

Fundraiser 

The New Revenue Committee has received ap-

proval from the Club to start up a new fund-

raising project selling LCIF Lens cleaning Kits. 

The Kits are very effective in cleaning eyeglass-

es, Ipods, computers and other electronic equip-

ment. This is a pilot project and if proven suc-

cessful the Club would purchase additional 

Kits. Each Kit cost $10. These Kits will be of-

fered for sale at all Club events. At the moment 

Lion Larry Tod is the custodian of the Kits.  

Please Purchase a Kit and/or put the word out 

to help with this fundraising effort. 

 


