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PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE 

 

Well here we are at the end of another Lions year and where did 

all the time go!!! 

It has been a very interesting, challenging and exciting year for 

your President. Being President of the Markham Lions is a very 

strange position in that although the buck stops at my desk and 

the responsibility for the well-being of 50 people is enormous, you 

never really feel alone.  There are always so many helpful mem-

bers to dig you out of situations and offer their good advice. Itõs 

like a team of helpful family members. 

 Going into the year, I felt that I knew quite a bit about Lionism but it took only one month for me to 

realize that my knowledge was very limited and so every day was a learning experience for me. Liter-

ally a part of every day was spent in some aspect of Lionism and one learns very quickly to cope with 

many different problems. After a year as President, I am now much more capable to work within the 

Club to further our efforts in many areas. For that knowledge I will be always be thankful for the op-

portunity the Club gave me to lead them. 

A member recently asked me what I thought were the top highlights and the low-lights of my year as 

President.  Tough questionéthere were so many but hereõs a list not necessary in order of impor-

tanceé sorry if I miss some.  

First the positive highlights: 

The 65 th Charter Night  - an outstanding success due to the hard work of the committee 

led by Lion George and Fred. 

The 300 hours of volunteer assistance donated to the Markham Food Bank. 

The Trillium award and the creation of the Markham Lions room at the Markham Museum 

by the Historical Committee led by Lions Jim Wicks and Jack Dawson. 

A successfully revitalized Social program trying to do òsomething differentó by the Social and 

Convention Committee led by Lion George McKelvey 

The Clubõs decision to support the Youth Committee and sponsor two Markham schools 

this year to join the new elementary school Medic Alert program. 

A 9% increase in membership. 

Lion David Galloway winning the best newsletter award not only in the District A-16 but in 

the MDAé..out of over 400 Clubs, the best. Congratulations Lion Dave. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Bits and Bytes 

Markham Lions Picnic:  July 1, 2009   

Guests:  All members, spouses, significant others, children, grandchildren, 

friends, in-laws and out-laws 

Location  53 & 55 Drakefield Road  ( backs onto Milne Park  ) 

The town puts on activities in the park beginning at approximately 4:00 

p.m. - a variety of music and entertainers for both adults and children - a 

great show.  At10:00 p.m. about $30,000.00 worth of fireworks 

Times:  6:00 p.m. assemble 

  7:00 p.m. cooking starts 

  7:30 p.m. eating 

 Each member to supply lawn chairs for himself/herself and guests, a salad 

OR dessert (could be fruit) for 4 to 6 people, and warm clothing for the 

10:00 p.m. fireworks display 

Parking: Parking on Drakefield becomes very tight after 4;00 p.m. Suggest 

that you arrive before 6;00 p.m. and wander over to watch the activities in 

the park. The performances are only about a 300 meters walk from the pic-

nic. 

Sign Up ñ  June 18th meeting.  We need quite accurate numbers 

Art in the Park  

Date:  Saturday, July 11 & Sunday, July 12, 2009 

           From 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Location:  Markham Museum 

                9350 Highway 48  

                (2 km. north of Highway 7)   

Markham Museum will be hosting the 14th Annual Art in the Park.  

Art in the Park is a premier fine art show and sale with more than 100 Arti-

sans. 

It's been called 'the friendliest art show anywhere'. 

The top fine artists of Ontario will display their works of fine arts which 

attracted thousands of visitors last year. 

Features art for sale, entertainment, food, and much more. 

 

Open air, rain or shine show. 

 

Lots of fun. 

Admission: Adults (16 and over) $3, Senior $2, Kids free. 

 

For information call 905-294-4576 or visit www.markhammuseum.ca 

 
The Canadian MedicAlert ® Foundation  is a charitable organization 

which is the leading provider of emergency medical information services 

linked to customized medical bracelets and necklets. We are pleased to be 

able to offer MedicAlert memberships to students (from age 4 to their 14th 

birthday) through the No Child Without® program in select schools. The 

financial support of the Government of Canada and Lions Clubs allows stu-

dents to receive the MedicAlert membership for FREE.  

http://www.markhammuseum.ca
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PART ONE  
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A16 OFFICERS 2009 -2010 

DISTRICT GOVERNOR  Barry Tate  PRESIDENT   Carol Buss 

PAST DISTRICT GOVERNOR Mike Springford  IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT Debbie Dawson 

1ST VICE DIST. GOVERNOR Jane Taylor  1ST VICE PRESIDENT  Betty Petten 

2ND VICE DIST. GOVERNOR Larry Bell  2ND VICE PRESIDENT  Fiona Fraser 

REGION CHAIR 18  Margaret Law  LIONESS LIASON  PDG Lion Eric Buss 

ZONE CHAIR 18 EAST  Lyle Hargrove 

ZONE CHAIR 18 WEST  Gobind Sharma  REGION REP 18/45  Judy McLellan 

REGION CHAIR 33  Lloyd Clifton  REGION REP 33/52  Terry Windsor 

ZONE CHAIR 33 EAST  Andrew Veale 

ZONE CHAIR 33 WEST  Kim Brown 

REGION CHAIR 45  Tom Gordon 

ZONE CHAIR 45 EAST  Paul Houston 

ZONE CHAIR 45 WEST  Mike Barker 

REGION CHAIR 52  David Mills 

ZONE CHAIR 52 NORTH Sheldon Nicholls 

ZONE CHAIR 52 SOUTH Cheryl Burrage 

CABINET SECRETARY  Eleanor Colwell  SECRETARY   Barb Johnston 

CABINET TREASURER  Ken Tranter  TREASURER   Glenda Swiderski 

LIONS  LIONESS  

For the golfers among us: 

Golfer: 'I'd move heaven and earth to 

break 100 on this course.'  

Caddy: 'Try heaven, you've already 

moved most of the earth.'  

 

Golfer: 'Do you think my game is im-

proving?'  

Caddy: 'Yes sir, you miss the ball much 

closer now.'  

 

Golfer: 'Do you think I can get there 

with a 5 iron?'  

Caddy: 'Eventually.'  

 

Golfer: 'You've got to be the worst 

caddy in the world.'  

Caddy: 'I don't think so sir. That would 

be too much of a coincidence.'  

 

Golfer: 'Please stop checking your 

watch all the 

time.  It's too much 

of a dis- traction.'  

Caddy: 'It's not a 

watch - it's a com-

pass.'  

 

Golfer: 'How do 

you like my game? '  

Caddy: 'Very good sir, but personally, I 

prefer golf.'  

 

Golfer: 'Do you think it's a sin to play 

on Sunday?  

Caddy: 'The way you play, sir, it's a sin 

on any day.'  

 

Golfer: 'This is the worst course I've 

ever played on.'  

Caddy: 'This isn't the golf course. We 

left that an hour ago.'  

 

Golfer: 'That can't be my ball, it's too 

old.'  

Caddy: 'It's been a long time since we 

teed off, sir.' 

Golfer: òThink Iõm going to drown my-

self in the lake.ó 

Caddy: òThink you can keep your head 

down that long?ó  

 

Golf can best be defined as an endless 

series of tragedies obscured by the oc-

casional miracle. 
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THE RULES OF RURAL ONTARIO ARE 
AS FOLLOWS 

Listen up City Slickers! 

 

1. Pull your droopy pants up. You look like an idiot. 

2. Turn your cap straight, your head isn't crooked. 

3. Let's get this straight; it's called a 'dirt road.' I drive a pickup truck because I want to. No 

matter how slow you drive, you're going to get dust on your Lexus. Drive it or get out of the way. 

4. They are cattle. They're live steaks. That's why they smell funny to you. But they smell like 

money to us. Get over it. Don't like it? Hwy 7 & 401 goes east and west, Hwy 15 & 416 goes north 

and south. Pick one. 

5. So you have a $60,000 car. We're impressed. We have $150,000 combines and hay balers 

that are driven only 3 weeks a year. 

6. So every person in rural Ontario waves. It's called 'being friendly.ó Try to understand the 

concept. 

7. If that cell phone rings while an 8-point buck and 3 does are coming in, we WILL shoot it 

out of your hand. You better hope you don't have it up to your ear at the time. 

8. Yeah, we eat meat and potatoes. You really want sushi & caviar? It's available at the corner 

bait shop. 

9. The 'Opener' refers to the first day of deer hunting season. It's a religious holiday held the 

closest Saturday to the first of November. 

10. We open doors for women. That is applied to all women, regardless of age. 

11. There's little for 'vegetarians' on the menu. Order steak. Or you can order the Chef's 

Salad and pick off the 2 pounds of ham & turkey. 

12. When we set a table, there are three main dishes: meats, vegetables and breads. We use 

three spices: salt, pepper, and ketchup. 

13. You bring 'coke' into my house, it better be brown, wet and served over ice. 

14. You bring 'Mary Jane' into my house, she better be cute, know how to shoot, drive a 

truck, and have long hair. 

15. Ontario Hockey League and Minor Hockey is as important here as the Maple Leafs and 

Montreal Habs, and more fun to watch. 

16. Yeah, we have golf courses. But don't hit the water hazards -- it spooks the fish. 

17. Colleges? We have them all over. We have Universities and Community Colleges. They 

come outta there with an education plus a love for God and country, and they still wave at every-

body when they come for the holidays. 

18. We have a whole ton of folks in the Armed Forces. So don't mess with us. If you do, you 

will get whipped by the best. 

19. Turn down that blasted car stereo! That thumpity-thump crap ain't music, anyway. We 

don't want to hear it anymore than we want to see your boxers. (Refer back to #1). 

20. TWO inches of snow & ice isn't a blizzard - it's a vacation. Drive like you got some sense 

in it, and DON'T take all our bread, milk, and bleach from the grocery stores. This ain't Alaska, 

worst case you may have to live a whole day without croissants. The pickups with snow blades and 

tractors with snow blowers will have you out the next day. 
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PRESIDENTóS MESSAGE (CONõT.) 

An intangible feeling that the Club reached a new level of energy and enthusiasm as the members worked to-

gether to serve their community while enjoying their own fellowship. 

 

The low-lights were thankfully few: 

The sudden loss of our patriarch and Charter member, Carman Lewis. 

The disappointment of seeing Lion David not being elected to 1st Vice District Governor after so many months 

of hard work by Lion David and his supporters. 

Not being given the opportunity to reach our goal of collecting 6500 lbs of food for the Food bank to celebrate 

our 65th Anniversary.  Our help was not needed due to the generosity of the Markhamites at the stores. Thanks 

go to the Major Projects Committee for their total support in preparing for this effort. 

 

So we are ending the year on a high with our Ladies Night, Installation and Presentations  rolled into one big night fol-

lowed by a thank you party at the home of your President. It appears that all but a few members will be attending so it 

should be a good finish for our year. I hope that I get a chance to thank every member personally for their contributions 

during the year. Special thanks go to the Club Officers and the Committee Chairs for their tremendous support during 

the year. In the positions of Treasurer, Secretary and Assistant Secretary, I was blessed with a very capable and compe-

tent Lions team that made my job very easy. Lions Ken Tranter, Ken Drynan and Mark Carrington did an amazing job in 

keeping the day- to- day  Club operations going and spent untold hours behind the scenes keeping me informed of critical 

issues. To them, your President and the Club owe a huge debt of thanks for their skills and their dedication. 

Itõs been a great journey that I thoroughly enjoyed   Thank you for the opportunity to serve you. 

 

Yours in Lionism 

Lion President Jack 

 

PS:  Gentle reminder of up-coming events 

                               Tuesdays 1-3 pm         Markham Food Bank needs your help 

                               Saturdays 9-11 am       Markham Food Bank needs your help 

                               June 18                   Final meeting and Presidentõs Reception 

                               June 20-21                Wittamoreõs Farm Strawberry  Festival 

                               June 28-July1       Fireworks Sales  

                               July1      6pm         Annual Picnic and Fireworks  

                               July4                      Classic Cars,  Food Booth, Fairgrounds  

                               July 18  11am        Markhaven Barbeque  

(Continued from page 1) 
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THE LIGHTER SIDE  

ALL PUNS INTENDED  

 

1. Two antennas met on a roof, fell in 

love and got married. The ceremony 

wasn't much, but the reception was 

excellent.  

 

2. A jumper cable walks into a bar. 

The bartender says, "I'll serve you, 

but don't start anything."  

 

3. Two peanuts walk into a bar, and 

one was a salted.  

 

4. A dyslexic man walked into a bra.  

 

5. A man walks into a bar with a slab 

of asphalt under his arm, and says: "A 

beer please, and one for the road."  

 

6. Two cannibals are eating a clown. 

One says to the other: "Does this 

taste funny to you?"  

 

7. "Doc, I can't stop singing The 

Green, Green Grass of Home."  

 

"That sounds like Tom Jones Syn-

drome."  

 

"Is it common?" "Well, It's Not Un-

usual."  

 

8. Two cows are standing next to 

each other in a field.  

 

Daisy says to Dolly, "I was artificially 

inseminated this morning."  

 

I don't believe you," says Dolly. "It's 

true; no bull!" exclaims Daisy.  

 

9. An invisible man marries an invisi-

ble woman. The kids were nothing to 

look at either.  

 

10. Deja Moo: The feeling that you've 

heard this bull before.  

 

11. I went to buy some camouflage 

trousers the other day, but I couldn't 

find any.  

 

12. A man woke up in a hospital after 

a serious accident. He shouted,  

 

"Doctor, doctor, I can't feel my legs!"  

 

The doctor replied, "I know, I ampu-

tated your arms!"  

 

13. I went to a seafood disco last 

week.. and pulled a mussel.  

 

14. What do you call a fish with no 

eyes? A fsh.  

 

15. Two fish swim into a concrete 

wall. The one turns to the other and 

says, "Dam!"  

 

16. Two Eskimos sitting in a kayak 

were chilly, so they lit a fire in the 

craft. Not surprisingly it sank, proving 

once again that you can't have your 

kayak and heat it too.  

 

17. A group of chess enthusiasts 

checked into a hotel, and were stand-

ing in the lobby discussing their re-

cent tournament victories. After 

about an hour, the manager came out 

of the office, and asked them to dis-

perse. "But why," they asked, as they 

moved on. "Because," he said. "I can't 

stand chess-nuts boasting in an open 

foyer."  

 

18. A woman has twins, and gives 

them up for adoption. One of them 

goes to a family in Egypt, and is 

named 'Ahmal' The other goes to a 

family in Spain; they name him 'Juan.' 

Years later, Juan sends a picture of 

himself to his birth mother. Upon 

receiving the picture, she tells her 

husband that she wishes she also had 

a picture of Ahmal. Her husband re-

sponds, "They're twins! If you've seen 

Juan, you've seen Ahmal."  

 

19. Mahatma Gandhi, as you know, 

walked barefoot most of the time, 

which produced an impressive set of 

calluses on his feet. He also ate very 

little, which made him rather frail and 

with his odd diet, he suffered from 

bad breath. This made him (oh, man, 

this is so bad, it's good) - a super-

calloused fragile mystic hexed by hali-

tosis.  

 

20. A dwarf, who was a mystic, es-

caped from jail. The call went out 

that there was a small medium at 

large.  

 

21. And finally, there was the person 

who sent twenty different puns to his 

friends, with the hope that at least 

ten of the puns would make them 

laugh.  

 

No pun in ten did.  

 

Husband working abroad wrote to 

his wife... 

Dear Sweetheart, 

I can't send my salary this month, as I 

have overspent. I'm sending 100 

kisses instead.  

You are my sweetheart. 

Signed, Your Husband,  

 

His wife replied... 

Sweetheart Dearest, 

Thanks for the 100 kisses, below is 

the list of expenses... 

1. The Milk man agreed on 2 kisses 

for one month's milk. 

2. The electricity man agreed only 

after 7 kisses. 

3. Your landlord comes every day to 

take 2 or 3 kisses instead of the rent.  

4. Supermarket owner did not accept 

kisses only, so I gave him other-

items .. (hope u understand??) 

5. Other expenses 40 kisses. 

Please don't worry about me, I have a 

remaining balance of 35 kisses and I 

hope I can complete the month using 

this balance. 

Shall I plan the same for next month? 

Please Advise ! 

Signed, Your Wife 
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PEACE POSTER CONTEST  

 

"Peace Begins With Me"  

2008-09 Grand Prize Winner  

Each year, Lions clubs around the world proudly sponsor the Lions 

International Peace Poster Contest in local schools and youth groups. 

This Contest encourages young people worldwide to artistically ex-

press their visions of peace.  The theme of the 2009-10 Peace Poster 

Contest is "The Power of Peace."  Students, ages 11, 12 or 13 on 

November 15, are eligible to participate. 

Promoting the Arts  

Each year's contest consists of an original theme incorporating peace.  

Participants use a variety of mediums, including charcoal, crayon, pencil 

and paint, to express the theme.  The works created are unique and express the young artists' life experiences and cul-

ture. 

Spreading Peace and International Understanding  

Twenty-four international finalists are selected each year, representing the work of more than 350,000 young partici-

pants worldwide. Posters are shared globally via the Internet, the media and exhibits around the world. 

Judging 

Each poster is judged on originality, artistic merit and expression of the theme.  Posters advance through several judg-

ing levels: local, district, multiple district and international. At the international level, judges from the art, peace, youth, 

education and media communities select one grand prize winner and 23 merit award winners. 

Awards  

International winners will be notified on or before February 1. 

¶ One international grand prize winner will receive a trip to a special award ceremony with the sponsoring club 

president and two family members at Lions Day with the United Nations in New York City, New York, USA 

(subject to change). During the ceremony, the winning artist will receive an engraved plaque and a cash prize of 

US$2,500. 

¶ Each of the 23 merit award winners will receive a cash award of US$500 and a certificate of achievement. 

Past Winners  

Past Peace Poster Contest grand prize winners have come from Brazil, Guadeloupe, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, 

Lebanon, Malaysia, Martinique, Peru, Philippines, South Africa, Thailand, Turkey and the United States. 

Participant Information  

To learn more about the Lions International Peace Poster Contest, please view our contest rules, call 630-571-5466 

or contact the Lions Clubs International Public Relations Department. 

A young man comes home and says 

"Dad, just got my driver's license and 

would like to use the family car." 

Father replies, :"O.K., son. But, first, 

you have to get good grades in school, 

keep your room clean, make sure the 

yard is neat, and cut your hair. Come 

back in a few months and then we'll 

see." 

Well, several months pass and the 

young man comes into the house with 

his report card in his hand. "Dad, I got 

great marks on my report card. I've 

been keeping my room as neat as a 

pin, and the yard is always ship-shape. 

How about letting me use the car?" 

Father replies, "That's all true, but son 

you didn't cut your hair." 

Son says, "But, dad, Jesus had long 

hair." 

Father replies, "Yes, son, you're per-

fectly right. And he walked every-

where he went." 

http://lionsclubs.org/EN/our-work/youth-programs/peace-poster-contest/index.php#
http://lionsclubs.org/EN/our-work/youth-programs/peace-poster-contest/index.php#
http://lionsclubs.org/EN/our-work/youth-programs/peace-poster-contest/index.php#
http://lionsclubs.org/EN/common/pdfs/PPC_rules.pdf
mailto:pr@lionsclubs.org
http://lionsclubs.org/EN/our-work/youth-programs/peace-poster-contest/index.php
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 YOUR HEALTH 

The Eye bank of Canada 

HISTORY 

In 1950, the Canadian Ophthalmological Society (COS) 

approached the Canadian National Institute for the 

Blind (CNIB), then under the directorship of Colonel 

E.A. Baker, to operate an Eye Bank registry. Colonel 

Eddie Baker, who founded the CNIB, stressed that the 

organization and legislation of an Eye Bank must come 

from the COS. The Central Committee of The Blind-

ness Control of COS met between 1951 to 1955 to 

make recommendations regarding the establishment of 

an Eye Bank. 

In 1955, Canadaõs first eye bank was established as a 

joint project between the COS and the CNIB, which 

provided financial and volunteer aid. The Eye Bank of 

Canada (Ontario Division), under the directorship of 

Dr. Hugh Ormsby, a COS member, was inaugurated in 

the Department of Ophthalmology, the University of 

Toronto at the Banting Institute. 

In November of 1955, the Eye Bank received itõs first 

pair of donated eyes, retrieved by Dr. John Piper, from 

Stratford General Hospital. These eyes were accepted 

and processed by Mrs. Anne Wolf, the Eye Bankõs first 

administrator. Dr. Hugh Ormsby performed two sur-

geries with the donated corneas and restored the sight 

of two soldiers blinded by chemical warfare in World 

War I. 

Mrs. Ann Wolfõs role quickly expanded to campaigning 

for eye donations. At the time, Ann Wolf struggled 

against misconceptions and abhorrance of organ and 

tissue donation. However, her perseverance, courage 

and belief in the Eye Bankõs worthy service turned the 

tide of contempt for donation. Her work was certainly 

instrumental in the acceptance of eye donations. Since 

her crusade began in 1955, there have been over 

40,000 eyes donated to the Eye Bank and over 20,000 

of those eyes were issued for sight-restoring surgeries. 

CURRENT STATUS 

Today the Eye Bank of Canada has grown tremendously 

from its auspicious beginnings. Over 200 eyes are now 

donated each and every month and over 100 sight-

restoring surgeries every month are made possible 

through eye donations. In 1996, The Eye Bank of Can-

ada (Ontario Division) was ranked as the third most 

successful Eye Bank in North America in receiving do-

nated eyes. 

The Eye Bank remains a joint effort between the CNIB 

and the University of Toronto. The University adminis-

ters an annual operating grant from the Ministry of 

Health, provides laboratory facilities at the St. George 

campus, and contributes the necessary medical and sci-

entific expertise. The CNIB (Ontario Division), under 

the auspices of the Rehabilitation department, augments 

the Eye Bankõs endeavours to promote eye donations 

and attends to the financial costs of transportation of 

eyes to and from the Eye Bank as well as mailing ser-

vices. 

The staff from hospitals throughout Ontario now par-

ticipating enthusiastically in the eye donor program. The 

Eye Bank provides surgical tissue to over 11 hospitals in 

metro Toronto, and 6 more throughout the province. 

In times of need, the Eye Bank also offers tissue to the 

other Canadian Eye Banks. 

The rapid growth and development of The Eye Bank of 

Canada (Ontario Division) could not have been sus-

tained if not for the unceasing support of many organi-

zations throughout the province. The Lionõs Clubs of 

Ontario have long since been part of Eye Bank history. 

Volunteer members of Lions clubs throughout the 

province have established a relay system for the expedi-

ent transportation of donated eyes from hospitals to 

the Eye Bank. In addition, various Lions and Lionessõ 

clubs generously make financial contributions for Eye 

Bank equipment, supplies and promotional material. 

http://www.eyesite.ca/
http://www.cnib.ca/
http://www.cnib.ca/
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THE ROVING EYE  
PART TWO  


