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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

It seems as though March was a workforce-

community-service month for MLC. We dis-

tributed tulips for the Ontario Lung Associa-

tion. Thanks Tom for your work and organi-

zation. And thanks to Jack McBride, Jack 

Dawson, Ken Drynan Dave and Mandy Gal-

loway, Don Kember, Mark Carrington, John 

Styles, Royden McDermid and Al Webber for 

doing the work. 

    We started the vision and hearing screen-

ing at Greensborough Public school. Thanks 

Jack Dawson for your work and leadership. 

And a special thanks to Claire Quesnel for attending every outing and 

training Lions on how to do the hearing tests. And thanks to Mark Car-

rington, Ron Chambers, Mandy Galloway, Tom Goldring, Royden and 

Mary McDermid, George McKelvey, Bob McLellan, Bill Milligan, Fred 

Sheehy, John Styles, Thelma Stevens, Ken Tranter, and Al Webber for 

your help.. 

    We served a St.Patrick's Day luncheon and arranged entertainment 

for residents at Ceadercrest Manor, a seniors home here in Mark-

ham.  Thanks Jack McBride for your initiative on this one. And thanks to 

John Bell, Stan Buell, Bill Dewberry, Ron May, Royden McDermid, 

Grace Medland, Eddie Mees, Bill Milligan, John Styles, Ken Tranter, and 

Al Webber for cooking, serving and cleaning up. 

    This was also the month in which Youth Services formalized our spon-

sor relationship with Air Cadets and organized participation of students 

in the Lions sponsored A-16 speech contest. Many thanks to Tim Arm-

strong, Loraine O'Bonsawin, and Jim Doak. 

    On March 22 sixteen of us went to the Joint Zone meeting in Ajax. 

Here are some highlights from that session: First, having sixteen MLC 

members was an impressive show of commitment, THANKS ALL. Se-

cond, we were told that LCI has now contributed six million to Japan. We 

were encouraged to give if we can. This will be discussed at our next Di-

rectors meeting. Third, past District Governor Mike Springford has tak-

en a position in the MDA Cabinet.  

    We are now coming into our key fund raising season, cruise raffle, golf 

tournament, Purina dog walk, flowers, fireworks, and Whittamore's so 

let's do our best to achieve a maximum possible contribution to charity. 
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IN THIS ISSUE 

EDITORIAL  

 

 
Lion Mark Carrington  

 

The Markham Food Bank is moving. Yes, 

the place where many members of the 

Markham Lions Club spend countless 

hours sorting the much needed food dona-

tions that goes to needy families. This is a 

place where Markham Lions are very 

committed and I think they enjoy this 

very valuable time doing something to 

help others. 

There is much new development going on in and around Markham 

and redevelopment in existing areas of town. The properties which 

include 68 Main Street, Markham where the Food Bank occupy 

space are slated for redevelopment and condominiums. This 

means that the Food Bank has to vacate that site as soon as possi-

ble or as early as this summer. 

The staff is finding it very difficult to find a place to relocate the 

food Bank and maybe forced to consider other options such as find-

ing a place at reasonable rent or purchasing a place of their own. 

This situation is becoming a nightmare for the staff at the Food 

Bank. The present location of the Food Bank on Main, Street 

Markham is an ideal location for the staff and the many volun-

teers who contribute many hours sorting and packaging food. In 

relocating the Food Bank we are not sure where it would be locat-

ed; possibly in an area where it is convenient and the Markham 

Lions can still continue to assist. Finding a place at a reasonable 

rate has now become a number one priority for all involved. Re-

quirements for  any new location is that it is accessible and rea-

sonably clean. 

The Food Bank has been in Markham for the past 25 years and 

would like to continue to serve the needy families in Markham. 

Staff does not want to be forced out of their present location. It 

would mean that very drastic measures would have to be taken in 

order to vacate the premises on Main Street; such as being housed 

with another food Bank. However, it is hoped that an ideal and 

cost effective location would be found very soon so that the Food 

Bank can continue to serve and provide for the needy here in 

Markham. 

“However good or bad a 

situation is, it will 

change.” 
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BITS  AND BYTES 

MLC Up-Coming Events: 

Raffle Draw: Tickets are still available for the Alaskan Cruise.  There are 4 prizes to be 

won. Tickets $20.00 each and the Draw will take place on June 1, 2011. Proceeds will go to 

DogGuides Canada  and Lions Camp Kirk. 

Golf Tournament: 2nd Annual Golf Tournament is scheduled for July 23, 2011 at the 

Cherry Downs Golf Course. Team members are now being accepted for this event. Proceeds go 

to CNIB. 

Purina Dog Walk: The Purina Dog Walk has been approved and will be held on May 

29, 2011 in Milne Park at Highway #7 & McCowan Road. Promotion and National media cov-

erage has commenced, Pledge Cards will be available April 7, 2011 

MLC Meetings:  Regular Meeting            Directors Meeting                                                                                                                              
               April 7, 2011                         April 14, 2011 

     Unionville Pres. Church            Police Station 

New Zealand Earthquake Relief 

Markham Lions Club has donated $500.00 via LCIF for the New Zealand Earthquake Disaster Relief. 

————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Ontario Volunteer Service Awards 

The following members of the Markham Lions Club has been nominated and will received the Ontario Vol-

unteer Service Award at a ceremony on March 31, 2011. 

The recipients are; 

- Lions Carl Vanseader and Ken Tranter - 30 year Award. 

- Lions Bill Hosking, Bruce Marshall, Grace Medland and Ken Harris – 10 Year Award. 

Congratulations  to all the recipients. 

—————————————————————————————————————————————————-- 

Lung Association 

On March 2, 2011 several members of the Markham Lions club delivered tulips to residents & Businesses 

in and around Toronto area for the Lung Association. Susan McLean sent a thank you to the members of 

the Markham Lions who delivered the tulips on behalf of the Lung Association. 

—————————————————————————————————————————————————- 

Vision & Hearing Screening 

The Markham Lions commenced Hearing and Vision Screening at various Elementary Schools in Markham 

this month. Hearing testing has been added for the first time this year and to date Greensborough Public 

School has been completed. 
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AWARDS/BIRTHDAYS 

 

  

Birthday Celebrations  
 

Happy Birthday wishes go out to Lions Ron Chambers, Barry MacDonald and Jim Wicks who cele-

brated their Birthdays in March. Hope you all had happy birthdays.  

Lion Ron Chambers Lion Barry MacDonald Lion Jim Wicks 

 

 

Award Presentation 

Many members of the 

Markham Lions  Club 

were on hand along with 

Mayor Frank Scarpitti 

for the presentation of 

the Ted Scaysbrook 

Award as volunteer of 

the year 2009. Lion Past 

President Tim Arm-

strong accepted the 

award on behalf of the 

Markham Lions Club 
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 ROVING EYE 

PART-ONE 

 

 

                                                                                                 

  Card Night: Markham Lions and friends got together recently to play a game of cards and 

generally have some good old fun at the Markham Lawn Bowling Club House. 

Markham Lions sorting food at the Markham Food Bank 
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ROVING EYE 

PART-TWO 

Sponsorship of Air Cadets 

The Markham Lions Club has officially sponsored 

the East-Markham Air Cadet Squadron. The offi-

cial sponsorship which began last October was com-

pleted in a short ceremony at the March 3, 2011 

Regular Meeting. The Squadron number is 883 and 

is named after Air Commodore Leonard Birghill. In 

attendance for the presentation from the Air Cadet 

League of Canada were; Steve Chait, Regional Di-

rector: York East, Scott Lawson, Executive Direc-

tor, Lynette Mercado, Squadron Support Officer 

and Major Mark Holowatyj, Commanding Officer of 

352 Silver Star Air Cadet Squadron.                                                        

At Left, Lion Tin Armstrong with Scott 

Lawson—Executive Director 

100% Attendance 

Awards 

At Left, Some of the members 

of the Markham Lions Club 

who received 100% Perfect 

Attendance pins. L-R: Lions 

Jack McBride, Fred Sheehy, 

Jim Wicks, Lion President-

Larry Tod, Dave & Mandy 

Galloway, Lorraine O’Bon-

sawin and Nirmala Arm-

strong. 

Right—Lion President Larry Tod 

and Lion Tamer, Royden McDer-

mid adding another crest to the 

Markham Lions Banner. 
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THE LIGHTER SIDE  

Some say George W. Bush quit drinking because of 

this incident... 

 

Back in his party days, Dubya got behind the 

wheel after a few too many. He started the car and 

stepped on the gas. He was driving for a while, 

when suddenly a white ghost face appeared in the 

window. George saw it and began screaming. 

 

He stepped on the gas harder, but the face floated 

right in the window. George floored it - the speed-

ometer read 110mph but the face did not disap-

pear. A white hands gestured for him to roll down 

the window. Not knowing what else to do, he rolled 

it down slowly. 

 

The wrinkled old face smiled and said, "Do you 

want help getting out of the mud?" 

 ********************************* 

A couple has returned from their honeymoon and 

it was obvious to everyone that they are not talk-

ing to each other. The groom's best man takes him 

aside and asks what's wrong. 

 

"Well," replied the man "when we 

had finished making love on the first night, as I 

got up to go to the bathroom, I put a $50 

bill on the pillow without thinking." 

oh, you shouldn't worry about that too much," said 

his friend. "I'm sure your wife will get over it soon 

enough - she can't expect you to have been saving 

yourself all these years!" 

The groom nodded gently and said, "I don't 

know if I can get over this though: She gave me 

$20 change!'' 

 ********************************* 

Two nuns are ordered to paint a room in the con-

vent, and the last instruction of the Mother Supe-

rior is that they must not get even a drop of paint 

on their habits. 

After conferring about this for a while, the two 

nuns decide to lock the door of the room, strip off 

their habits, and paint in the nude. In the middle 

of the project, there comes a knock at the 

door."Who is it?" calls one of the nuns. "Blind 

man," replies a voice from 

the other side of the door. 

 

The two nuns look at each other and shrug, and, 

deciding that no harm can come from letting a 

blind man into the room, they open the door. "Nice 

gazongas," says the man, "where do you want the-

se blinds?" 

 ********************************* 

 Irishman went to a pet shop and asked how many 

budgies were in stock. "We have 99" replied the 

shop owner "Give us the lot" said the Irish man, 

paid for them and left. He went to a tailors shop 

and had 99 pockets sewn into a jacket, put a budg-

ie in each pocket, went up to the Post Office Tower 

and jumped off. He hit the ground with an al-

mighty smack and lay there groaning until a 

passer-by came and asked him what had hap-

pened. "I don't know sur" he replied "but that's the 

last time I try that budgie jumping"  

 

 ********************************** 

Two Irishmen were walking home after a night on 

the beer when a severed head rolled along the 

ground. Mick picked it up to his face and said to 

Paddy "Jez, that look like Sean" to which Paddy 

replied "No Sean was taller than that"  

  

********************************** 

 

It was Paddy and Seamus giving the motorcycle a 

ride on a brisk autumn day. After a wee bit, Paddy 

who was sitt'n behind Seamus on the bike began to 

holler ..."Seamus ... Seamus ... the wind is cutt'n 

me chest out!" "Well, Paddy my lad," said Seamus, 

"why don't you take your jacket off and turn it 

from front to back ... that'll block the wind for 

you." So Paddy took Seamus' advice and turned his 

jacket from front to back and got back on the bike 

and the two of them were off down the road again. 

After a bit, Seamus turned to talk to Paddy and 

was horrified to see that Paddy was not there. Sea-

mus immediately turned the bike around and re-

traced their route. When after a short time he 

came to a turn and saw a bunch of farmers stand-

ing around Paddy who was sitting on the ground. 

"T'anks be to heaven, is he alright?" Seamus 

hailed to the farmers. "Well," said one of the farm-

ers, " he was alright when we found him here .. but 

since we turned his head back to front .. he hasn't 

said a word since!"  
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ROVING EYE  

PART -  THREE 

St. Patrick’s Day 

On March 17, 2011 St. Patrick’s Day, 

Markham Lions provided and served 

lunch; arranged entertainment by an Irish 

Fiddler and Irish Dancers for residents at 

Cedarcrest Manor, a seniors home here in 

Markham. From all reports everyone had a 

good time. Many thanks go out to all the 

Lions and friends who assisted with this 

Luncheon. 

Math Definitions  

 

1 millionth of a fish: 1 microfiche 

 

Half of a large intestine: 1 semi colon 

 

Time between slipping on a banana peel and  

striking pavement: 1 bananosecond 

 

1 billion piccolos: 1 gigolo 

 

1 millionth mouthwash: 1 microscope 

 

1 kilogram of falling figs: 1 fig Newton 

 

 

 

1 million bicycles: 2 megacycles 

 

Time it takes to sail 220 yards at 1 nautical mile 

per hour: 1 knot-furlong 

 

Shortest distance between two jokes: a straight 

line 

 

First step of the first mile of a thousand mile    

journey: 1 Milwaukee 
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LIONS INTERNATIONAL 
 

LCIF Providing Relief in New Zealand 

Lions have been providing assistance since the devastating earthquake February 22, and LCIF is provid-

ing US$110,000 to help Lions in providing relief to their communities 

Lions services include: 

·       Delivering 500 portable toilets to Doctors Surgery's, Nurse Maud Assn. and households in eastern                                         

suburbs 

·       Going door to door in the suburbs with the Red Cross to find those who need assistance 

·       Providing grocery and fuel vouchers to families in need as well as food, bedding and water 

·       Volunteering at welfare centres in Christchurch and Timaru 

·       Raising $34,000 during a weekend fundraiser 

·       Distributing meals through a food caravan in Christchurch 

·       Lions from neighboring areas traveling to Christchurch to assist in relief projects, such as door-to-

door outreach, delivering food and helping with clean-up 

·       Lions in neighboring towns are organizing dinners for displaced families and housing for Lions in 

need 

·       Staffing two daily shifts to assist at the national Red Cross coordination office in Wellington 

·       Delivering a 40,000 litre tanker of fresh water to the suburbs of Christchurch 

·       Providing weekend breaks to families to escape from the city for two days 

————————————————————————————————————————- 

LCIF Providing Disaster Relief funds to Japan 

Lions all over Japan are providing immediate disaster relief, while our Foundation (LCIF) is 

mobilizing funds to support immediate and long-term relief. So far, more than US$6 million 

has been mobilized, which includes disaster grants from LCIF as well as millions in contribu-

tions and commitments from Lions worldwide. Lions in Japan themselves are working to 

raise $3 million. 

Lions in Japan are also coordinating relief efforts via social media and using the Japan Lions 

Office in Tokyo as their emergency relief headquarters. In addition, Lions have created a 

map of clubs in Japan and are working with the government and other NGOs to respond 

quickly and effectively. With more than 107,000 members in Japan, Lions are able to provide 

immediate and long-term assistance. 

Your financial support of Your Foundation for earthquake and tsunami relief is critical the 

meeting the immediate and long terms needs of the most vulnerable families. Please consider 

supporting LCIF for this initiative and being a part of building that bridge of hope for those 

who are suffering. Make your donation today. 

 

Continued on Page 11 
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ORIENTATION NIGHT 

 

On Thursday March 24, 2011 Markham Lions Membership Committee held Orientation Night at the Police Sta-

tion for all new members, those that had joined in the last 3 years and other interested members. Some 25 mem-

bers including 4 of the newest members who recently joined the Club were on hand for the meeting. The presen-

tations were excellent and very informative. The information I am sure will help all new Lions understand the 

many aspects of Lionism and what it is that Lions do. Thanks to all the presenters and Lion Jack McBride 

(Chair) and other members of the Membership Committee for the wonderful presentations. 

The Agenda was as follows: 

Lion Tom Gordon–          -      Lions International and its humanitarian                                  

2nd Vice-District Governor A16   work throughout the world. Current major  

                               programs for sight and other goals. 

 

PTC Lion Ken Tranter         -      The Revenue Projects of the Markham                          

                   Lions now and throughout the years. 

 

PRC Lion Carl Vanseader        -     The Markham Lions programs for assisting  

                              others and how the Markham Lions earn    

                              their motto of ―We Serve‖ - DogGuide DVD. 

 

PDG Lion Fred Sheehy         -     The Lions Organizational structure               

                            

PDG Lion Dick Peel                     -     The Markham Lions financial accounting    

                  system 
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LIONS INTERNATIONAL Cont’d 

Continued from Page 9 

 

Lions Worldwide Induction Day 

Lions Worldwide Induction Day will take place on Saturday, April 9, 2011. This day is dedicated to celebrat-

ing new members and recognizing their commitment. Download the Lions Worldwide Induction Day Plan-

ning Guide and the induction day commemorative certificates for new members, signed by the international 

president. To place an order, use the Lions Worldwide Induction Day Enrollment and Certificate Order 

Form.  

 

USA—Canada Lions Leadership Forum 

Lions from all across North America are planning to be in Anchorage September 22-24 to take advantage of 

the 64 seminars and workshops planned at the 35th annual USA-Canada Lions Leadership Forum. The Fo-

rum is for any Lion who wants to enhance leadership capabilities in an atmosphere that is non-stop learning 

and fun. Accommodations start at $59. For more information visit the Forum website at 

www.usacanadalionsforum.org for complete details.  

Reminders 

District A-16 Convention: District A-16 Convention will soon be here; there is still time 

to register. The Convention is being held at the Pinestone Haliburton Resort & Conference Centre  

April 30– May 1, 2011. Please sign up as soon as possible. 

———————————————————————————————————— 

MD―A‖Convention: 

The MD‖A Convention is fast approaching  on May 26 to 29 at the Hampton Inn, Ottawa. Please 

visit the website (www.mdalions.org) for more information. 

——————————————————————————————————————————————————  

International Convention: 

The International Convention is the association’s premier event for all worldwide members. This 

year, it will be held July 4 – 8, 2011 in Seattle, Washington, USA. 

Spanning 5-days, They have planned a great event in a fabulous location. The convention brings 

together Lions from all over the world to celebrate, fellowship and learn. 
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EARTH HOUR 

Earth Hour Toronto Star 

 

The global event conceived by the WWF and The Sydney Morning Herald in 2007 and now 

observed in about 130 countries, asks households and businesses to turn off non-essential 

lights and appliances for an hour to raise awareness about the need to take action on climate 

change. 

Earth Hour Canada is backed by corporate sponsors including Sears Canada and the Toronto 

Star. This year the lights will switch off starting at 8:30 p.m. Saturday in a move the WWF 

hopes will inspire people to commit to actions that go beyond the hour. 

―It is certainly is in the enlightened self-interest of organizations to lower energy costs and 

thus become more efficient and profitable,‖  

―The problem, especially during an economic downturn, is that there can be significant up-

front investment required.‖ 

Additionally, while the economies of the developed world are moving to greater sustainabil-

ity, rising fossil fuel use in countries like India, as an emerging middle class buys more cars 

and eats more meat, means carbon in the atmosphere continues to rise toward levels that 

could produce catastrophic climate change. 

The World Wildlife Fund, however, says Canada has a pivotal role in saving the planet since 

the carbon footprint of Canadians is more than twice the global average, mainly because of 

emissions related to transportation, heating and electricity use. 

A WWF report on the world’s energy use says a national-level switch to renewable energy in 

Canada would net massive savings. But it would also take a major investment in conserva-

tion and efficiency; transition to renewable, sustainable energy; and reform for transporta-

tion and urban design. 

The report says Canada is well placed to adopt these changes with its abundant renewable 

energy potential and since it is of the most urbanized countries in the world. 

The WWF’s Energy Report adds that: 

 • Energy efficiency and renewable energy can reduce global reliance on fossil fuels by 70 per 

cent by 2040. 

 • By 2050, nearly $5.5 trillion per year could be saved by world economies through energy 

efficiency and reduced fuel costs 

 • By 2050, more than a third of building heat could come from geothermal sources 


