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PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 

 If you have seen the Broadway musical, Jersey Boys, play-

ing at the North York Centre, you will know that the big 

song  in the production is òO What a Night It Wasó  and 

what a night it was for the Markham Lions on November 

8th !!  With over 140 people in attendance, it was a won-

derful evening of good food, good socializing, good enter-

tainment and just a great tribute to Lionism.  

   I think that all of our member Lions were very proud to 

celebrate 65 years of dedicated service to the Town of 

Markham and to hear Mayor Scarpitti and District Gover-

nor Mike praise the Club many times for its outstanding 

record of achievements over these 65 years. I am sure 

that you found it very gratifying to hear that our dedica-

tion to helping others is recognized and acknowledged, not only by our senior officials, but by 

all 23 International Lions officers, District Officers and Lions Presidents in attendance. I know 

I felt a sense of pride to have the honor of leading such a prestigious organization. 

   There were many highlights that night but the three that stood out in my mind were the 

guest Speaker  Eleanor Woods, who was a talented, motivational humorist with a distinct 

message;  the special 65 year member presentation to Lion Carman and the presentation of 

12  25-65 year Perfect Attendance Awards.  

  On a personal basis, the Committee gave my Presidentõs Initiative Program a boost when 

they donated all the funds from the raffle to the Markham Food Bank. This was a class act and 

I thank the Committee for their generosity. The raffle prizes of food baskets and flowers 

were donated by  Longoõs on 9th Line and  Bradford Greenhouses in Barrie respectively. A 

cheque for $ 680 will be presented to the Food Bank directors in early December. 

The Charter Night Committee (Lions Ken Harris, John Styles, Al Weber, Ken Tranter, Ken 

Drynan, Jack McBride, Fred Sheehy and  Chair, Lion George McKelvey) started in April to 

organize  this event and  their efforts to provide us with a entertaining evening paid off. We 

all owe them a debt of thanks for their hard work in giving us an evening to remember. 

On to the next eventé. and it has all the promise of being a barn-burner. On December 4 at 

6:30pm, the Social and Convention Committee will be trying a new twist on our traditional 

Turkey Roll night and will be bringing it together as a Fun and Games social night as we begin 

the Christmas season.  With an eye on the Lions Family, the Committee has invited all Lions, 

spouses and friends to join us at the Box Grove Community Centre for a night of food, pure 

fun, and socializing. To keep the evening interesting and rolling there will be games of chance 

as well as our famous Turkey Roll. Dining will be pot-luck and all Lions are requested to bring 

either an entrée dish, salad or dessert as well as your own dishes and cutlery.   It has all the  

potential of being a great evening of fun and friendship for the Lions Family so come out and 

support your Social Committee in this new event.  
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IN  THIS  ISSUE 

Bits and Bytes 

Wanted:   Your Eyeglass Collection Locations  

Did you know? that LCI will include your club?s eyeglass collection loca-

tions in the ?Club Locator? on the association?s Web site? This will make it 

easier for residents in your community to find your eyeglass collection 

sites. Please complete and submit the Lions Recycle for Sight Club Partici-

pation Form so that we may post your collection locations. If you have any 

questions, contact the Health & Children?s Services Department.  

Lions on Utube:  Lions meet the needs of local communities and the 

world. Our 1.3 million members in 205 countries and geographic areas 

conduct vision, hearing and diabetes screenings, support eye hospitals, 

award scholarships, build parks, help youth, and provide help in time of 

disaster. Visit our MySpace at www.myspace.com/lionsclubsorg.  

Sustainability Award: Markham has earned two prestigious Ontario 

Waste Minimization Awards from the Recycling Council of Ontario, the 

2008 Sustainable Municipality Gold Award and a Bronze Promotion Award 

for its special events portable EcoMedia bins.  

Main Street Markham Festival of Lights  

Saturday, November 29, 2008 from 6:30 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

On Main Street North, Markham (Highway 48 or Markham Road, north of 

Highway 7) 

News Releases:  Give your club the recognition it deserves! Tell the 

local community about upcoming club events and awards to garner more 

community interest and awareness of your club and its various programs.   

Simply click on a sample release and localize the release by replacing the 

bolded text with your clubõs information before submitting it to the local 

newspaper. All releases are formatted in a Word document. Be sure to 

delete the bold  and (parenthesis) and then copy the final text onto your 

clubõs letterhead. You may choose to print and mail the sample release or 

send it by e-mail to the newspaper. Be sure to include a local club contact 

name and phone number so the newspaper can follow-up for more infor-

mation. Itõs that easy! 

Lions Vision Screening Goes Statewide  

Much has happened in the six years since Lions clubs in Sussex County, 

Delaware, began administering a free amblyopia vision screening program 

to preschool and kindergarten children in the Indian River District elemen-

tary school. 

The program was so successful in Sussex that the program has been dupli-

cated in Kent and New Castle counties, and Delaware Lions are taking the 

program statewide. They hope to screen over 5,000 youngsters annually. 

http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/content/pdfs/iad404.pdf
http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/content/pdfs/iad404.pdf
mailto:eyeglasses@lionsclubs.org
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LETTER FROM INTERNATIONAL 

PRESIDENT  

Dear Lions: 

 

Miracles through service is more than a catch phrase, it is what Lions do. The service we perform makes us 

heroes to those we help. To create more global awareness of how ordinary citizens are making miracles hap-

pen Lions Clubs International is joining forces with CNN Heroes to help honor and elevate volunteerism and 

community service in the U.S. and throughout the world. CNN Heroes: An All-Star Tribute recognizes ordi-

nary citizens whose extraordinary deeds are making a difference in their communities and beyond.  

  

After receiving nearly 4,000 submissions from 75 countries, a Blue Ribbon Panel including Archbishop Des-

mond Tutu, Dr. Jane Goodall, Queen Rania Al Abdullah, Franklin Graham, Earvin ôMagicõ Johnson and George 

Lopez (to name a few) selected this yearõs Top 10 CNN Heroes. Each Honoree will receive a $25,000 award 

for his/her organization.  

  

You have the opportunity to help choose which of the ten Honorees will become the CNN Hero of the Year. 

The winner will receive $100,000 and be revealed during CNN Heroes: An All-Star Tribute on Thanksgiving 

night. 
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Charter Night Awards  

35 years of perfect attendance 65 Year membership Award 

65 Years perfect Attendance 

65 Year Anniversary Award 


