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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

I think that we, “the older generation”, are too 

quick to give our young people a bad rap. We 

hear about them always tweeting their I pods , 

not paying attention in school while they email , 

tweet their friends and spend time on their cell 

phones.  But wait, look at the young people that 

showed up to clean up Mt. Joy Pond area.  I 

think that this is the new generation  - capable of 

multitasking, dealing with school items and help-

ing others all at a faster pace than we ever had to 

do. Give them credit, 99% of them are good kids. 

The other day, as I was leaving the medical 

building after getting a knee X-Ray, two teenagers jumped up to hold the doors open 

for me and then said “ I hope that you are feeling better soon”. Good kids. Don’t be too 

quick to judge. 

 

Our Club was great in the Santa Claus Parade. We filled 10 decorated golf carts, had 

3 walkers, and our Lion’s float had a Lion and a Greeter. The Savoy girls on the float 

showed enthusiasm and greeted the crowds with excited waves and high fives. 

 

How many of you have seen the Lions video “Rockin the Vest”? It is very worthwhile. 

It spreads the word of what Lions do and hopefully excites people to join Lions and 

serve the community. Wait, I am preaching to the converted. Please show this video 

to potential members or at least people interested in joining Lions. 

 

I am pleased to see our Club once again helping the Salvation Army with their kettle 

drive. Keep up the good work. 

 

Did you notice some of our Lions pictured in the Economist and Sun? It showed them 

helping out at the food bank. Good work people. 

 

In closing, I hope that you can visit with Ellen Jean and me at the President’s Christ-

mas Party. Please join us and celebrate the Holiday Season. 

Hoping you have a Merry Christmas and a Healthy Enjoyable 2012. 
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EDITORIAL 

 

Mark Carrington  

 

On Saturday, November 5, 2011, I 

attended my first Remembrance 

Day Ceremony which was held at 

the Markham District Veterans’ 

Association Hall on Washington 

Street followed by the laying of 

wreaths at the Cenotaph at the cor-

ner of Hwy 48 & 7. I attended be-

cause my initial intent was to be 

present when one of our own Lions 

who is a veteran was schedule to 

lay a wreath that day at the Cenotaph.  

First, there was a service at the Veterans’ Hall which I did not 

expected and which was very touching especially to see the Vet-

erans all dressed in their uniform decorated with the many med-

als. From my observation, I saw that some of the veterans were 

not very mobile but nevertheless they were there to be part of the 

ceremony and it was a delight to see. Mayor Frank Scarpetti and 

many other dignitaries were in attendance including local organi-

zations; the Fire Fighters, York Region Police, Scouts, Cubs, Girl 

Guides, Markham District Veterans’ Association, Troop 748 Gov-

ernor General’s House Guard, The Cadet Corp, The Royal HK 

Regiment, The York Region Police Pipe & Drum Band and the 

Markham District High School Band who played during the ser-

vice.  

 

After the service the various uniform groups including the digni-

taries and politicians marched to the Cenotaph to lay the 

wreaths. It was very pleasing to see Lion Don Rattle accompa-

nied by Lion President Bill Dewberry and Lion Barry MacDonald 

to lay his wreath at the Cenotaph. 

 

The service was very interesting, not having seen a ceremony 

before, I now have a lot more respect for these veterans and for 

the many sacrifices they made so that the world would be free. 

November 11 is the actual remembrance Day celebration where 

the world will pay their respects in a moment of silence to those 

men and women who gave up their lives and to those who contin-

ue to do so to this day so that the people in many countries of this 

world can live a life of freedom in peace and dignity. As we go 

about our business, It is hope that many people would buy a pop-

py and support the men and women, those known and unknown 

to us. They deserve our respect. 
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BITS  & BYTES 

Home AT Last 

After several months of searching the Markham Food Bank presently located on main Street Mark-

ham has found a new home. The new premises is located at 190 Bullock Drive Unit 18 which is east 

of McCowan Road. The relocation of  the Food Bank from Main Street, Markham was prompted be-

cause of the future redevelopment in that area where it is expected that new condominium are be-

ing built. 

Apparently the new location is much larger with the sorting and distribution services on the same 

level. Staff at the food Bank are very happy with the new location and if all plans go well possession 

will take place March 1, 2012. 

Members of the Markham Lions are busy at work sometimes twice per week (Tuesdays and Thursdays) sort-

ing and packaging many pounds of donated food at the old food Bank on Main Street Markham. The Food 

Bank has been busy for the past few months and will continue to be busy well into the new year. Any assis-

tance that the Lions members/family can give at the Food Bank on Tuesdays or Thursdays 1 - 3 p.m. would be 

appreciated. 

 

Ontario Medal for Young Volunteers 

The Ontario Honours and Awards Secretariat is accepting nominations for the Ontario Medal for Young Vol-

unteers. These Awards for young Volunteers are presented by the Lieutenant Governor to exceptional young  

volunteers between the ages of 15 and 24, who through their actions and dedication, have improved the quali-

ty of life in their communities, their province, their country and even around the world. This honour recogniz-

es Ontario’s finest youth who understand the importance of volunteering and who demonstrate leadership, 

initiative and perseverance as well as inspire others. 

If you know of any outstanding volunteer, please nominate them for the Ontario Medal for Young Volunteers. 

The deadline is January 31, 2012.  

Nomination forms and additional information about the Ontario Medal for Young Volunteers and other pro-

grams that recognize volunteers are available on the Ministry of Citizenship and Immigration website: 

www.ontario.ca/honoursandawards. 
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BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

 

 

  

The Lions in the Photo on the Left 

are celebrating Birthdays (L - R) 

Lions John Bell, Carl Wride, Lor-

raine O’Bonsawin, George McKel-

vey and Jim Doak. These Lions 

were recognized at the Regular 

Meeting on November 3, 2011. The 

group each received a chocolate 

and a candle. Other Lions who 

celebrated Birthdays are Eddie 

Mees, Mervin Joseph and Glenn 

Savoy. Hope all of you will have 

great celebrations. 

Lion Eddie Mees Lion Mervin Joseph Lion Glenn Savoy 

 Birthdays 

HEALTH MESSAGE 

1. If walking/cycling is good for your health, the postman would be  

immortal. 

1. A whale swims all day, only eats fish, drinks water and is fat. 

2. A rabbit runs and hops and only lives 15 years. 

3. A tortoise doesn’t run, does nothing...yet lives for 450 years. 

AND YOU TELL ME TO EXERCISE! 
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 THE ROVING EYE 

PART -  ONE 

 

District Governor Visits 

The District Governor Lion Larry Bell making his 

presentation during his visit to the Markham Lions 

Club at theRegular Meeting on November 17, 2011 

at the Heritage (Zion) United Church. 

Some Goals of the Governor this year are; 

1. Charter two new Clubs in District A-16            

especially in areas not currently served. 

2. Grow District A-16 by 50 members 

3. Raise $20,000.00 to provide a District Office for 

Lions Camp Kirk. 

District Governor Lion Larry Bell  

 

On November 17, 2011 at the Regular Meeting of the 

Markham Lions Club the District Governor, Lion Larry 

Bell (Left) presented Lion President Bill Dewberry with 

a Long Service Chevron for 40 Years of Service as a  

Lion.  

District Governor Lion Larry Bell making his pre-

sention at the Markham Lions 68th Charter Night 

on November 12, 2011. From all reports it was a 

very good evening and everyone had a great time. 
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PRESENTATIONS 

Ringette Association 

At Left; Lion Don Way is present-

ing a donation to Chris Nearing 

and Lisa O’Bonsawin of the Mark-

ham Bears Ringette Association  

after their presentation to the 

members of the Markham Lions  at 

their Regular Meeting on Novem-

ber 3, 2011.  

The Ringettes, like many other as-

sociations in the area are trying to 

secure sponsorship for their associ-

ation. 

Members of the New Horizon Lions Club, Markham Lions Club and the Milliken Lions Club held their 

final News Conference at the Markham YMCA to officially present the Markham Stouffville Hospital 

with a cheque for $10,000.00 which are the proceeds from the Multi Cultural Variety Show. On hand for 

the presentations were Mayor Frank Scarpitti and deputy Mayor Jack Heath. Also, there were certifi-

cates of appreciation presented to the major sponsors, and a big thank you to the Markham Lions Club for 

their participation in this event as well as their support to new groups in the area. 

Multi Cultural Variety Show 
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THE LIGHTER SIDE 

A teacher asks her class, 'If there are 5 birds sitting 

on a fence and you shoot one of them, how many will 

be left?'   

She calls on little Ralphy. 

He replies, 'None, they will all fly away with the first 

gunshot.' 

The teacher replies, 'The correct answer is 4, but I like 

your thinking..' 

 Then little RALPHY says, 'I have a question for YOU. 

 There are 3 women sitting on a bench having ice 

cream: 

 One is delicately licking the sides of the triple scoop 

of ice cream. 

The second is gobbling down the top and sucking the 

cone. 

The third is biting off the top of the ice cream. 

Which one is married?' 

The teacher, blushing a great deal, replied, 'Well, I 

suppose the one that's gobbled down the top and 

sucked the cone..' 

To which Little RALPHY replied, 'The correct answer 

is 'the one with the wedding ring on,' but I like your 

thinking.' 

 ****************************** 

Little Red Riding Hood is skipping down the road 

when she sees the Big Bad Wolf crouched down be-

hind a log. 

"My, what big eyes you have, Mr. Wolf," 

says Little Red Riding Hood. 

The surprised wolf jumps up and runs away. 

Further down the road Little Red Riding Hood sees 

the wolf again; 

this time he is crouched behind a tree stump. 

"My, what big ears you have Mr. Wolf," says Little 

Red Riding Hood. 

Again the foiled wolf jumps up and runs away. 

About 2 miles down the road, Little Red Riding Hood 

sees the wolf again, this time crouched down behind a 

road sign. 

"My, what big teeth you have Mr. Wolf," taunts Little 

Red Riding Hood. 

With that the Big Bad Wolf jumps up and screams, 

"Will you get lost? I'm trying to take a dump!" 

 ************************************ 

Baskin Robbins 

Two robins were lying on their backs, basking in the 

sun. 

 A mama cat and her kitten were walking by. 

The kitten complained, "Mama, I'm sooo hungry, what 

can we eat?" 

To which the mama cat, spying the two robins, re-

plied, "How about some Baskin Robbins?" 

 ************************************ 

A married man was having an affair with his 

secretary. 

One day they went to her place and made love all  

afternoon. 

 

Exhausted, they fell asleep and woke up at 8 PM. 

 

The man hurriedly dressed and told his lover to take 

his shoes outside and rub them in the grass and dirt. 

 

He put on his shoes and drove home. 

 

'Where have you been?' his wife demanded. 

 

'I can't lie to you,' he replied, 

 

'I'm having an affair with my secretary. 

We had sex all afternoon.' 

 

She looked down at his shoes and said: 

 

'You lying bastard! 

You've been playing golf!' 
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THE  AIR CADETS 

 

On November 16, 2011 

The Markham Lions Club 

was presented with two 

Certificates. Lions Tim 

Armstrong and Grace 

Medland received the cer-

tificates on behalf of the 

Markham Lions. 

In the Photo above (L -  R) 

Capt. Mike Blakely -  Ba-

ziret, Flt. Sgt. Ho, Lions 

Jim Doak, Tim Armstrong, 

and Grace Medland, Steve 

Chait and Flt. Sgt. Poon. 

 

The Certificates were: 

 1.  Certification by the Air Cadet League of Canada that No. 883 Air Commodore Leonard  

       Birchall Squadron of Royal Canadian Air Cadets is approved by DND to be affiliated with 

       the Air Cadet League of Canada, officially approved September 28, 2011.   

 2.  Markham Lions Club is officially authorized to be the sponsor for No. 883 Squadron of the 

      Royal Canadian Air Cadets, by the Air Cadet League of Canada.   

As sponsors, we are responsible for the care and display of these certificates. 

    

On Wednesday, November 9, 2011, the New 883 Air Commodore Leonard Birchall, Royal Canadian 

Air Cadet Squadron "Stood Up" parading almost 50 Cadets on their first night. This was an historic 

moment that was made possible with the support of the Markham Lions Club, who are the Official 

Sponsors of this new Markham Air Cadet Unit. This New Cadet Unit will bring further opportunities 

to local area Markham youth, including more Power and Glider Pilot Scholarships.  

 

The Unit is currently Parading Wednesday evenings out of Randall Public School and accepting new 

members ages 12 to 18. The unit’s website is; www.883markhamair.com and a very enthusiastic Of-

ficer Staff to manage the Mandated Cadet Training Program. Air Cadets receive training in various 

subjects including: Aviation Training and related Aviation Classes, Leadership, Instructional Tech-

niques, Effective Speaking, Survival Wilderness Training, Drill, Canadian History and Citizenship. 

Cadets also have opportunities to play in a marching band, be in parades, earn community service 

hours for school, be on sports teams, go away on Summer Training Courses and the opportunity to go 

flying a few times a year. 

Official  

Sponsors 
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LIONS INTERNATIONAL 

Lions Clubs International Uses Off-Beat Humor to Reach 

Next Generation of Members 

New rap video is expected to go viral; educate and attract younger members 

Lions Clubs International (LCI) may be the largest service organization in the world, but with its 

latest recruitment effort, it’s proving that it is anything but boring. The 94-year-old non-profit, 

known for its community service and iconic yellow vests, has a new rap video. Yes, we said rap vid-

eo. The new music video features Lions members, young and old, singing and dancing to custom-

written rap lyrics, while doing community service projects such as feeding the hungry, providing 

eyeglasses and planting trees. The participants are real members and good sports who don’t take 

themselves too seriously, and that comes through in the video. 

 

“The goal of the unusual campaign is two-fold,” said Peter Lynch, executive director of Lions Clubs 

International, “to recruit the next generation of Lions members by getting their attention where 

they spend the most time, which is increasingly online, and to show people in a fun, entertaining 

way what our members do across the country and world.”  

 

The Lions logo and yellow vest may be two of the most recognized brand symbols in the world, but 

many of the younger generation are not aware of what the 1.35 million members in more than 

46,000 clubs throughout the world contribute to communities. “We hope that the rap video and our 

new PSAs, along with online and outdoor billboards and a radio PSA coming out later this year, 

will help us reach that younger generation and show them that we are not their father’s or grandfa-

ther’s Lions clubs,” 

  ************************************************************************** 

Lions Clubs International Records Fourth Straight Year of 

Membership Increase 

Lions Clubs International has experienced its fourth straight year of membership increase. While 

many volunteer organizations continue to see a decline in members, 2010-11 marks the first time in 

nearly 20 years that the world's largest service club organization has recorded four straight years of 

membership increase. 

“We chartered more than 1,600 new clubs, bringing our total number of clubs to more than 46,000,” 

said Wing-Kun Tam, the 2011-12 president of Lions Clubs International. “In the last four years, we 

have increased our membership by more than 50,000. With more members, Lions can provide more 

service to their communities and to those in need around the world.” 

According to Tam, “Lions membership has grown as Lions have employed new ways of connecting 

with the people in their communities. Our fastest growing demographic group is women.” In addi-

tion to recruiting more women, Lions clubs have been successful in reaching out to younger mem-

bers and organizing clubs that encourage parents and children and other family members to volun-

teer together. Family clubs fit more easily into today’s busy lifestyles and allow family members to 

volunteer together. 
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THE ROVING EYE 

PART - TWO 

Santa Claus Is Coming to Town 

Thank You all 

On behalf of the Community Services Committee a special thanks to all the Lions 

and Lions family and friends and the Air Cadets for their participation in the San-

ta Claus Parade on Saturday November 26, 2011. The day was a little cloudy and 

mild with no rain or snow. It is hoped that everyone had fun especially the lions 

driving the golf carts. In the photos above Lion Ken with his new hairdo driving 

the tractor and carousel seems to be having fun along with the two young ladies 

Britany and Sharon Savoy wearing the lion suites on the carousel.  
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THE ROVING EYE 

PART - THREE 

In the Photo above is our very own Lion Don Rattle Laying a wreath at the Cenataph at 

Hwy #7 & 48 on November 5, 2011. Lion Don was accompanied by Lion President Bill 

Dewberry and Lion Barry MacDonald. Lion mark Carrington was busy taking photos. 

Remembrance Day Celebrations  

 Toy Drive            

  

Markham Fire and Emergency Services is conducting their Annual Toy Drive 

in support of the Salvation Army and Markham Stouffville Hospital Chil-

dren's Centre. 

Unwrapped toys can be dropped off at any Markham Fire Station. For large 

donations please feel free to contact the Markham Fire and Emergency Ser-

vices to arrange a pick up time.  

The Holiday toy drive runs from November 20th until December 20th. Please 

drop off early so that there is time to deliver the gifts before Christmas. 
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LEADERSHIP 

Leadership:  

Ask anyone and they'll tell you. There's a difference between managers and leaders. 

Ask them what that difference is and they may have a bit more difficulty. Suddenly the words become amor-

phous and undefined. Somehow leadership is an intangible - a charismatic component that some people have 

and others simply don't. That's why, according to the ubiquitous "they", it is such a rarity. 

Wrong. 

The difference between being a manager and being a leader is simple. Management is a career. Leadership is 

a calling. 

You don't have to be tall, well-spoken and good looking to be a successful leader. You don't have to have that 

"special something" to fulfill the leadership role. 

What you have to have is clearly defined convictions - and, more importantly, the courage of your convictions 

to see them manifest into reality. Only when you understand your role as guide and steward based on your 

own most deeply held truths can you move from manager to leader. 

Whether the group you oversee is called employees, associates, co-workers, teammates or anything else, what 

they are looking for is someone in whom they can place their trust. Someone they know is working for the 

greater good - for them and for the organization. They're looking for someone not only that they can - but that 

they want to - follow. 

Because it is only when you have followers -people who have placed their trust in you - that you know you 

have moved into that leadership role. And the way you see it is that your organization is transcending all pre-

vious quality, productivity, innovation and revenue achievements. You're operating at such a high level of effi-

ciency that you're giving budget back to the corporation - and you're still beating your goals. 

You're achieving what you always dreamed could be achieved. And not only that, but it's actually easier than 

you thought. 

Because you're a leader. Because the classic command and control management model - which, contrary to 

popular belief still applies even in our most progressive 21st century companies - is no longer in play. Sure, 

controls are in place. Sure, you're solving problems that arise. 

But it's not just you alone. You have the people in whom you've put your trust - and who have happily and 

safely reciprocated - to help you create organizational success. 

 

MLC 2011-2012 Social & Convention Events Updated 

Sunday December 11, 2011, Presidents Christmas Party at                

185 Carlton Road, Unionville. 

May 9, 2012: Fishing Day - Franklyn Fishing Club 

Submitted by Lion Dave Galloway 


