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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

 

This time of the year we remember the men and 

women who went to war; WWI, WWII, Korea, 

and the Middle East. They fought for our free-

dom. The Markham Lions Club, again this 

year, will be laying a wreath at the Markham 

cenotaph. It would be appreciated if you could 

attend this ceremony on November 11, 2011. 

 

Thanks to all of you for your hard work ay the 

Markham Fair food booth. Too bad our revenue 

wasn’t higher. The weather gods, our competition, and low attendance were 

against us. As a result, our budget had to be adjusted – unfortunately downward. 

Thank you for your understanding with the budget cuts. Mark’s calm demean-

our and clear explanations of the cuts were appreciated. 

 

On a brighter note, the Multicultural  Concert was a great success. Although the 

concert was a bit long, the talent was marvelous. Karen Wong, from the New 

Horizon Lions Club, did a professional  job of organizing this first concert. Our 

own Larry Tod was an MC announcing several acts and did an amazing job, es-

pecially with unfamiliar names. Did you know that  he was handed  a new script 

just before the concert began?  Well done Larry. Thank you Lions for attending 

this concert. We learned about other cultures and talents and this was marvel-

ous. 

 

Charter Night is just around the corner. The Social Committee has arranged a 

wonderful evening. The guest speaker is Jerry Diakiw who has been an educa-

tor, an administrator, and a well travelled person. His walking trip across Africa 

promises insight and entertainment . I hope that you along with spouses and 

friends ( and possibly future Lions) will be there. 

 

Have a great November.      
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EDITORIAL 

 

 

               Lion Mark Carrington  

 

The world’s economic situation has 

changed tremendously. The faces 

in and around Markham are 

changing. These and other aspects 

will have a domino effect on every-

thing else that is happening 

around us. As we drive around the 

community we see major changes 

to neighbourhoods. The expansion 

of roads and construction of new 

business and residential properties tell us that Markham con-

tinues to grow at a rapid rate.   Condominiums are going up 

in the old town of Markham and soon there will be a new 

downtown Markham to add to all these changes. 

As a result of these changes, it is evident that a drop in at-

tendance at the traditional festivals held in and around Mark-

ham including the recently concluded Fair held at the Mark-

ham Fair Grounds will result in a decrease in revenue. The 

weather also had an effect on the attendance at the Fair. For 

the past few years the numbers have consistently declined 

affecting everything associated with the Fair. 

Markham Lions Club major fundraiser is selling food at the 

Markham Fair each year.  The decline in revenue has result-

ed in the Club not being able to carryout their community pro-

grams as in the past and would therefore have to cut back on  

programs or look at new initiatives or other revenue generat-

ing projects to make up the difference. If we are to continue to 

help improve conditions let us put our best foot forward and 

continue to provide the exciting and new programs while im-

proving the lives of the people in our community that “We 

Serve”. 

Motivational Quote: 

"We must always change, renew, rejuvenate 

ourselves; otherwise we harden." 

                                                                 

                 -- Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 
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BITS & BYTES 
PART - ONE 

Programme Committee - Meetings 

Dinner Meeting:  Thursday, November 3, 2011 at Unionville Presbyterian Church 

Committee:  Lions Dick Peel & Don Way 

Two minute speaker:  Lion Jim Doak 

 

Directors’ Meeting:  Thursday, November 10th at Community Room Police Station 

 

Upcoming Meetings 

Dinner Meeting: November 17, 2011 at Heritage United Church 

Guest speaker will be District Governor, Lion Larry Bell 

Committee:  Lions George McKelvey & Ian Oliver 

Two minute speaker:  Lion Grace Medland 

 

Dinner Meeting:  January 19, 2012 at Grace Anglican Church 

Guest speaker will be Zone Chair, Lion Tim Cheung 

Committee:  Lions Carl Wride & Larry Tod 

Two minute speaker: Lion Julie Savoy 

 

Members Orientation Night: February 23, 2012 -  starting at 7:30 pm.  

Location:  Community Room at the Police Station,  

Help Wanted: 

The staff at the Markham Food Bank is still appealing for help at the Food Bank 

on Main Street. They are being overwhelmed with bags of Food to be sorted and 

boxed. Staff will be at the food Bank on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 1:00 pm to 

3:00 pm. If any members of the Markham Lions and friends could assist with this 

very worthwhile cause please show up and help as often as you can. Remember 

our Motto; “We Serve.” and we help those less fortunate. 
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BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

 

         Lion Dave McInnis                       Lion Carl Vanseader 

Celebrating Birthdays this Month are: Lions Dave McInnis and Carl Vanseader. Many happy returns. 

Hope you celebrated it very well. 

In the photo on the left; Lion Eddie Mees (Left) and Lion President Bill Dewberry (Centre) are being present-

ed with their Anniversary gifts by Lion Tom Goldring (Right). Also Celebrating Anniversaries this Month are 

Lions John Bell and Don Way. Gentlemen, hope you had a great celebration. 

 Lion John Bell Lion Don Way 
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PRESENTATIONS  

 

Serving the Community Home & Abroad 

Steve Torok, (Left) is presented with a donation by Lion Bill Hosk-

ing after he spoke at the Markham Lions Regular Meeting on Sep-

tember 6, 2011 which was held at the Mandarin Restaurant. Box 

Grove.  

Steve Torok, local businessman (Creative Kitchen Gallery, Mark-

ham) who, through his church and individually, has  assisted oth-

ers through charitable work to various people in develop and unde-

velop countries around the world. Steve spoke about serving our 

communities and his experiences working with other members of 

his Church who went overseas to help people. Ten years ago he 

watched as others in his church went overseas to help others in 

need. Four years later, he went to the Philippines on a mission trip. 

He spent time with families who live on Garbage Mountain, go to 

school there, exist there, and this had a profound effect on Steve.  

 

Presentation to CNIB 
The Canada - HK New 

Horizon Lions Club, The 

Markham Lions Club and 

the Milliken Mills Lions 

Club  were all on hand for 

the presentation of a 

Cheque for $4,200.00 to 

CNIB on October 7, 2011. 

The net proceeds was as a 

result of the three Lions 

Clubs coming together to 

put on a golf tournament 

which was held on July 

23, 2011.  

The presentation was 

done during a press con-

ference  promoting the Li-

ons multicultural Variety 

Show . 

On hand for the presentation were: (L to R) Elaine Bernard and Lori 

Lovelock, CNIB; Lion Larry Tod, MLC; Lion Howard Wong, C-HNHLC; 

and Lion Sudha Verma, MMLC 
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THE ROVING EYE 

PART– ONE 

Helping The Environment 

Above: Some of the many Lions, volunteers and friends who were on hand on Saturday October 15, 2011 to as-

sist with the clean up of Mount Joy Park. As you can see from all the smiles on everyone faces they seemed to 

have had a fun time. 

 

Above: Members of the Markham Lions Club were busy on Saturday October 22, 2011 assisting with collecting 

the entrance fee and parking car as part on the Meister Market (Sale of Antique items) which was held at the 

Markham Fair Grounds 
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THE LIGHTER SIDE  

 Why did the vampire go to the orthodontist? 

To improve his bite... 

 

What do you get when you cross a vampire and a snow-

man? 

Frostbite... 

 

Why do witches use brooms to fly on? 

Because vacuum cleaners are too heavy... 

 

How do witches keep their hair in place while flying? 

With scare spray... 

 

What do you get when you cross a werewolf and a vam-

pire? 

A fur coat that fangs around your neck... 

 

Do zombies eat popcorn with their fingers? 

No, they eat the fingers separately... 

 

Why don't skeletons ever go out on the town? 

Because they don't have any body to go out with... 

 

What do ghosts add to their morning cereal? 

Booberries... 

 

What is a vampire's favorite sport? 

Casketball... 

 

What is a vampire's favorite holiday? 

Fangsgiving... 

 

What would a monster's psychiatrist be called? 

Shrinkenstein... 

 

What did one ghost say to the other ghost? 

"Do you believe in people?" 

 

What do you call someone who puts poison in a per-

son's corn flakes? 

A cereal killer... 

 

Why do mummies have trouble keeping friends? 

They're so wrapped up in themselves... 

 

What kind of streets do zombies like the best? 

Dead ends... 

 

What does the papa ghost say to his family when driv-

ing? 

Fasten your sheet belts... 

 

What is a vampire's favorite mode of transportation? 

A blood vessel... 

 

What is a ghost's favorite mode of transportation? 

A scareplane... 

 

What type of dog do vampire's like the best? 

Bloodhounds... 

 

What is a ghoul's favorite flavor? 

Lemon-slime... 

 

What does a vampire never order at a restaurant? 

A stake sandwich... 

 

What is a skeleton's favorite musical instrument? 

A trombone... 

 

What do birds give out on Halloween night? 

Tweets... 

 

Why do vampires need mouthwash? 

They have bat breath... 

 

What's a vampire's favorite fast food? 

A guy with very high blood pressure... 

 

Why did the Vampire subscribe to the Wall Street 

Journal? 

He heard it had great circulation...       

************************************** 

Bubba and Junior were standing at the base of a flag-

pole, looking up. 

A woman walked by and asked what they were doing. 

"We're supposed to find the height of the flagpole," said 

Bubba, "but we don't have a ladder." 

The woman took a wrench from her purse, loosened a 

few bolts, and laid the pole down. Then she took a tape 

measure from her pocket, took a measurement and 

announced, "Eighteen feet, six inches," and walked 

away. 

Junior shook his head and laughed. "Ain't that just 

like a dumb blonde! We ask for the height, and she 

gives us the length!" 
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BITS & BYTES 

PART - TWO 

This was a recent Press Conference which was held on October 7, 2011 at the Markham YMCA to pro-

mote the Lions Multicultural Variety Show scheduled for October 30, 2011 at the Markham Theatre. 

Among the many dignitaries on hand for the event were; District Governor  Lion Larry Bell and PDG-

Mike Springford. The Variety Show was a success and a very enjoyable evening. Very well organized and 

lots of good talent..  A cheque for $10,000 was presented to the Markham Stouffville Hospital 

 

 

Western Caribbean Cruise Draw: 

 

Raffle Tickets are now on sale for the annu-

al Cruise Draw. 600 tickets have been 

printed and distributed to members and 

friends. All Club members are requested to 

buy/sell a minimum of 10 tickets each. The 

draw will take place on January 23, 2012, 

Cruise April 14, 2012;  

The Beneficiaries are Dog Guides and Lions 

Clubs Camp Kirk. 

 

Contact Lion Ken Drynan for Tickets and information 
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LIONS INTERNATIONAL 

Sharing the Vision 

Less than a month remains to make plans for sharing the vision the year's second Global Service Action Cam-

paign. Sight preservation and service to the vision impaired is one of Lions oldest, most important and most 

successful service initiatives. Despite our great success in the field, the need for our help still exists and is still 

urgent. Even in today's world, one person goes blind every five seconds. 

Your club could: 

sponsor vision screenings; 

organize eyeglass collections, and 

volunteer at institutions that aid the visually impaired. 

Your district and club's participation will reaffirm Lions commitment to this vital area of service. 

 

Believer’s Award: 

As part of the Million Tree Planting campaign, “The Believer’s” Awards will be available to districts and clubs 

who demonstrate their belief in the power of service by planting a tree:  

 District Awards. Each district governor whose district achieves at least 50 percent club participation 

in tree planting will receive an “I’m A Believer” plaque to commemorate their success.  

 Club Awards. The top 100 clubs in each constitutional area who plant the most number of trees by 

members will receive a special award plaque and be recognized on the Web site and in LION magazine. In 

addition, all clubs participating in tree planting will receive a specially-designed banner patch for the first 

tree planting activity reported during the fiscal year.  

We will mail awards to eligible districts and clubs in June/July 2012. We will mail banner patches to eligible 

clubs on a monthly basis. 

Award Eligibility 
To be considered for “The Believer’s” awards, clubs and districts must submit a report on their Million Tree 

Planting Campaign activities (narrative description of the activity, with photos if available) to Lions Clubs In-

ternational via the Lions Service Activity Report in the WMMR by May 1, 2012.  

 

Peace Poster Contest 

Children Know Peace" is the theme for this year's Lions International Peace Poster Contest. The 20-year old 

annual competition encourages young people worldwide to visually express their visions of peace. With as 

many as 350,000 young people participating each year, the contest is one of Lions Clubs International's largest 

and most recognizable programs. 

Clubs wishing to sponsor a Peace Poster Contest in their communities must purchase a Peace Poster Contest 

kit from Club Supplies. Kits are available through October 1. Find out more about the Peace Poster Contest on 

the LCI web site  
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UP-COMING EVENTS 

Markham Lions Club 

2011-2012 Social & Convention Events   

 

Saturday, November 12, 2011: Sixty-Eighth Charter Night - Merlyn’s Restaurant 5284 

Hwy 7 East. 

 

Friday, December 2, 2011: Turkey Roll & Fun Night - Box Grove Community Centre,  Pot 

Luck Dinner, games & entertainment. 

               

December 2011: President’s Christmas Party  1:30 – 4:00 -  Markham Train Station. 

Date TBD. 

   

Saturday, January 21, 2012 - 7:00 p.m.  Card Evening - Markham Lawn Bowling Club-

house. 

 

February 19, 2012: 1:30 pm. -  Brunch & Fun  at Merlyn’s  Restaurant 5284 Hwy 7 East. 

 

March 22, 2012 - 8:00 pm,  Markham Theatre  -  Men of the Deeps                   

 

April 27 – 29, 2012:  A-16 Convention at Pinstone Haliburton, Convention Centre 

 

 May, 2012:  Fishing   Franklin Fishing Club - Exact Date TBD         

 

May 31-June 3, 2012:  M D A  Convention  Fallsview Hotel, Niagara Falls                                               

         

June 22 – 26. 2012:  International Convention  Bossan, Korea 

            

July 1, 2012: 4;00 p.m. to midnight:  Canada Day Picnic  - 53 & 55 Drakefield Road            
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THE ROVING EYE 

PART - TWO 

Many Lions and their wives, volunteers and friends were busy  

working at the Lions booth at the Markham Fair Grounds during 

the annual Markham Fair which was held from September 29 to 

October 1, 2011. Everyone was busy serving customers, cooking up 

Lion burgers, hamburgers, hot dogs, french fries and grill cheese 

sandwiches. 

Despite all the hard work everyone had a fun time assisting the 

Markham Lions with their largest yearly fundraiser   

Among all the work at the Mark-

ham Lions Booth, Lions Grace 

Medland and Don Rattle found 

time for a little cheek to cheek. 
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BITS & BYTES 

PART - THREE 

Markham Lions Club  

Charter Night 

Saturday November 12, beginning at 6:00 p.m. 

 Treat your spouse, significant other and friends to a wonderful evening at 

Merlyn’s Unique Dining 
5284 Hwy 7 East Markham (at McCowan Road) 

Cost: $60.00 per person 

Reception with Hot and Cold Hors D’Oeuvres & Refreshments. 

Guest Speaker: Mr. Jerry Diakiw - Educator & World Traveller 

       Dress: Formal or Business Suit                              Cash Bar 

For Tickets: Contact Lion Ken Drynan 

My Club, My Family: 

As Lions, we are part of a different kind of family. Our family doesn’t require biolog-
ical relation to one another. We are family because we share a common belief that 
by working together we can accomplish great things and change the world through 
service. It is important that we value our club members as family. The strength of 
our organization, our family, lies with our clubs, and our members form the basis of 
our clubs. By keeping members involved, instilling pride and treating them with 
mutual respect as we would our own family, our clubs will be successful. Our phi-
losophy should be “my club, my family.” 

 

           Lions International 


