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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Issue No.1

That’s not to mention the many “other”
meetings many of our Members participate in
at the Zone, Region and District level.

When I look back on the year to date, I am in
awe of all the effort and dedication each of you
demonstrate in your own little way. Many
things go unseen and unmentioned but they do
NOT go unnoticed by those who are in need.

I am so proud to say that I belong to the
Markham Lions Club and that I have 55 of the
best friends anyone could ask for.

As our Lions year ends on June 30th, we see a
new beginning for Lions as we begin a second
century of serving and for Canadians as we
celebrate our 150th birthday.

Take a look in the mirror – we never looked so
good!

Lion President Barry

Well here we are finding the days getting longer, the
weather getting warmer, the birds and little critters
waking up, and us entering the final months of the
Lions’ year. We have approximately 10 weeks
remaining and boy, do we have a lot to accomplish over
the next several weeks. What an opportunity to serve!

But first, lets look at what we’ve done just recently. Once again we supported the
Salvation Army Kettle drive, had a fun time at both Christmas gatherings, wrapped up
an enormously successful Cruise Raffle. We had some enjoyable Card and Game
Nights, gave away a ton of popcorn at the Family Day event, judged the Effective
Speaking Contest, and lets not forget all the money we donated to the many needy
causes within our community.

Our upcoming weeks will be filled with Flower sales, Fireworks sales, Mt. Joy Clean-up
and, our three conventions – A-16, MDA and International.
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I discovered this time redrafting the flower form
that skills don't come back like they say - you
know -- once you learn to ride a bike you never
lose it. Things that I used to do on the computer
seem to have gone and I had to learn them all
over again.  In the process things were a little
frustrating.  For example I was editing the
header and tried to do something outside the
header and it wouldn't.  After several tries I
realized I first needed to close the header.

Life is a little like that.  One learns as a child how to live your life.
Then when you get older (we won't say what that is) you learn over
again how to live your life.  It relates to your physical ability.  As a
child you learn to walk and as an older person you learn again how to
walk - with a cane.  As a child you wear a diaper and as an older adult
you wear a diaper - at least I think so based on the number of
packages available for sale at places like Costco.  (I'm not that old yet.)
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It makes me think that one of the segments
out there that needs help are older seniors or,
as they say in golf - super seniors.  I know I
don't climb on the roof anymore.  That
means there are jobs to be done that don't get
done or they get paid for.  I'm lucky enough
to afford paying for them but what if one
can't?

I needed to change the light bulb above the
garage and when I mentioned it to the family
they replied that I shouldn't be getting up
there.  I do change light bulbs, although I
don't clean the eaves trough anymore.

At least, I don't clean the higher ones.  It's too bad you don't get better
as you get older.

You finally have the time but the ability is waning.  Instead you do
sitting down things such as playing with computers - so, of course, a
lot of young people are trying to hack you.

We get an amazing number of emails purporting to be from banks or
other forms of financial institutions,  mostly the Big Six.  We have had
a different approach a couple of times recently.

  The malware takes over your screen and tells you not to shut down
but rather to phone a given number. One is then asked to give your
ID and password, with which someone could get into your computer.
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PRESENTATIONS PART ONE

Above: Lion Nicole Holder speaks at our MLC

January 19th meeting.

Above: Lion Elizabeth Price introduces MDHS history teacher
Greg Morris

At the January 19th MLC dinner meeting, MDHS
history teacher Greg Morris thanked our club for
its support of a project that will be taking 20
MDHS history students to London, France and
Belgium in April.

This journey has been part of the 100th anniver-
sary of  Canada and Britain's victory when we
honour and reflect upon the sacrifice made by
soldiers at the decisive Battle of Vimy Ridge in
1917 where troops fought and died in the Nord-
Pas-de-Calais region of France.

After being introduced by Lion Ken Harris at the January 19th

meeting, Lion Nicole Holder of the Lions Club in Kitchener
spoke to our MLC members about the importance of diabetes
awareness and education and how the Lions Club has played a
major role by offering great support of the Canadian Diabetic As-
sociation over many years where Nicole works as Manager of
Community Relations.

During her talk, Lion Nicole reminded our members that diabe-
tes affects all ages, even young people. The afflicted are kept alive
by insulin, which can be a stressful challenge for parents of chil-
dren with the disease.

Above, From Left To Right:
Wilf Morley, Derik Bunn and Diane Ward

At our February 2nd dinner meeting, Lion Bill Dyer intro-
duced our MLC guests Diane Ward, Derik Bunn and Wilf
Morely who described the logistics of their ongoing project
and outlined the financing required for raising funds to
secure a mobile washroom trailer, designed for persons with
disabilities who attend events like the Markham Fair.
Diane Ward talked about how she considered the need after meeting Derek Bunn, a Sutton District High
School’s special education teacher who had talked about the many challenges encountered when bringing
some students with special needs to the Markham Fair.  They began to work together and since then Wilf
Morely also joined their effort with years of experience having served on many accessibility committees.

The CDA operates several summer camps for children and youth living with type-one diabetes, and for
youth and young adults who want to share their experiences living with diabetes. Lion Nicole said that
each Lions Club is asked to contribute financial support for the camp. Lion Bill Dyer thanked Nicole and
presented her with our standard token of appreciation and support.
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Lions! You've risen to the occasion with
aplomb yet again!

The District Governor Joint Zone Meeting
Region 18 was held in Stouffville on Monday
March 27th at Latcham Hall.

ZC Patty Ko was the MC for the evening. She
introduced the Head Table followed by RC
Ken Drynan's introduction of the Dignitaries.

Above: Lion Mark Carrington holds an award for all his work on the Lions
Foundation of Canada Dog Guide WalkHost Club President Lion Richard Fronske

welcomed us all. Speaking of which, the host
club did a wonderful job from the venue to the food and every-
thing in between. Well done Stouffville Lions!

When club introductions were made, our Lion President Barry
MacDonald proudly informed the audience that there was al-
most an entire table of MLC members present. We each stood
up as he called our names. Only the Host Club had more
members in attendance.

DLP Pat Aitken gave the Lioness report after which PDG Bri-
an Moore provided the Global Membership Team update.
Then PDG Larry Bell spoke about the Global Leadership
Team.

IPDG Susan Tate handled the Nominations/Campaign speeches portion of the agenda. Each candidate
was introduced and then proceeded to inform the audience as to why they deserved their vote at the up-
coming Oshawa Convention. All were convincing including our very own LP Barry who, along with engag-
ing content, used his trademark wit to charm the voters! He was introduced by PDG Fred Sheehy who
was at his Statesman like best.

Others who spoke (and their topic) were: PDG Barry Tate (LCIF); Lion Nick Larocque (LFC); MLC's 2nd
VP Lion Jim Doak (District A-16 Constitution and By-Laws, of which he is Chairperson); PDG Eleanor
Colwell and PDG Fred Sheehy (LCI Convention Transportation Committee); PDG Bryan Carey (A-16
District Convention at Oshawa); and 1st VDG Tim Cheung and 2nd VDG JC Lagrange (District Officer
Remarks). All presenters were excellent however Lion Jim Doak was particularly effective in making a
succinct yet interesting presentation.

Another highlight of the evening was when The Lions Foundation of Canada, Oakville, presented to the
MLC (along with other clubs) a Certificate for participating in the Walk for Dog Guides last year. Two of
our Past Presidents, RC Ken Drynan and Lion Mark Carrington, graciously accepted on behalf of our
Club.

All in all, the evening was a brilliant display of Lionism!
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EDITORIAL

I shut it down as it would otherwise not respond.  I would
like to think these types of things come to naught but
unfortunately every now and then you read of someone who
was taken for a significant amount.  Of course, you only
hear of the ones that turned out bad.  There are probably
many times that tried.

Regardless of the problems, computers seem to be a great
thing for super seniors.  Certainly they make my time more
interesting.  They also allow me to research various and
sundry items which I would not do the old fashioned way.
They present a challenge which most of the time I enjoy.

I hope you do too, although some do not like Window's 10.
In my case I left the computer on and went out.  I was using
Window's 7.  When I came back I was using Window's 10
and much of my data had disappeared.

Lion Dave Galloway

https://www.walkfordogguides.com/locations/walk.cfm?ID=1102

https://www.walkfordogguides.com/
https://www.walkfordogguides.com/
https://www.walkfordogguides.com/locations/walk.cfm?ID=1102
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INDUCTIONS - Winter 2017

Markham Lions were pleased to welcome new member Lion Beverly Bent who was inducted on March
16, 2017 and sponsored by Lion Carolyn Stephenson.  Lion Beverly was welcomed with loud applause at
the ceremony after she proudly received her certificate of membership.

Sharing the induction ceremony were Lions Carolyn Stephenson, Lion Beverly Bent, Clinvern Bent, Region Chairperson
Lion Ken Drynan and Lion President Barry MacDonald

The A-16 Effective Speaking Contest finals were held on Saturday March the 25th 2017 at Trinity United
Church in Newmarket and hosted by the Newmarket Lions Club. MLC was very well represented by
Markham District High School contestants Shirley Ren, 1st in the Intermediate French category and also
Stella Schneckenburger, 3rd in the Senior French category.

The judges from Markham included Lion Charles Herriot and Lion Elizabeth Price in the Junior English
category and Ms. Rose Gibbs, Librarian at MDHS, in the Intermediate English category.

Among those in attendance were: Lion Tom Gordon, the endorsed candidate for International Director
(from Canada) and his wife Gillian; District Governor David Mills; Immediate Past District Governor
Lion Susan Tate; PDG Lion Barry Tate; 1st Vice District Governor Tim Cheung; 2nd Vice District Gover-
nor JC Lagrange; Region 18 Chairperson Ken Drynan and his wife Elaine; and Zone 18 East Chairperson
Patty Ko. Markham Lions 2nd Vice President Jim Doak (who along with PP Lion Grace Medland, has
been, and continues to be, instrumental in supporting our youth) was present to cheer the contestants on
and support the judges. Parents and friends made for a captive audience.

The objectives of the contest were to provide an opportunity for competitive speaking and to stimulate
self-expression and independent thinking among students. The winners in the Junior, Intermediate and
Senior categories of this competition will represent District A-16 at the Multiple District 'A' Effective
Speaking contest to be held in St. Catharines on May 6th and 7th 2017. Each successful candidate repre-
senting A-16 will have their room and meals covered for themselves and one parent.

Congratulations to all of the contestants! Good luck to the winners as they compete in St. Catharines!

THE ROVING EYE  PART ONE
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THE LIGHTER SIDE
A   little girl was talking to her teacher about
whales.

The teacher said it was physically impossible for
a whale to swallow a human because even though
it was a very large mammal its throat was very
small.

The little girl stated that Jonah was swallowed by
a whale.  Irritated, the teacher reiterated that a
whale could not swallow a human; it was physi-
cally impossible.   The little girl said, “When I get
to heaven I will ask Jonah”.  The teacher asked,
“What if Jonah went to hell?”

The little girl replied, “Then you ask him”.

A Kindergarten teacher was observing her classroom of children while they were drawing. She would
occasionally walk around to see each child's work.

As she got to one little girl who was working diligently, she asked what the drawing was.

The girl replied, “I'm drawing God.”   The teacher paused and said, “But no one knows what God looks
like.”   Without missing a beat, or looking up from her drawing, the girl replied, “They will in a minute.”

A Sunday school teacher was discussing the Ten Commandments with her five and six year olds.  After ex-
plaining the commandment to 'honour' thy Father and thy Mother, she asked, “Is there a commandment
that teaches us how to treat our brothers and sisters?”

From the back, one little boy (the oldest of a family) answered, “Thou shall not kill.”

The children were lined up for snacks at Sunday school. At the head of the table was a large pile of apples.
The Sunday school teacher made a note and posted on the apple tray:

"Take only ONE! God is watching!"

Moving further along the lunch line, at the other end of the table was a
large pile of chocolate chip cookies.

A child had written a note,

"Take all you want. God is watching the apples.”

Above: LP Barry MacDonald and Lion Larry Tod perform at the
Governor’s Advisory Joint Zone Meeting

Lion Kelly
$500

Stay Tuned For
More Details

About The $500
“Tame The Mane”

Challenge!
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THE ROVING EYE  PART TWO

To celebrate the centennial of Lions Clubs International, local Lions
have approached the City of Markham and negotiated a Community
Legacy Project of planting some large trees as well as 100 smaller trees,
bushes & shrubs native to our locale.  This has been championed by our
1st Vice District Governor, Lion Tim Cheung, now of the new Angus
Glen Lions Club.

The 100 smaller ones recognize 100 years of Lionism and the plan is for
a community (that's us and other Lions Clubs members and friends)
planting in Carman Lewis Park, probably mid-September 2017.
Carman was the last living Charter Member of Markham Lions Club

and that park is on what was part of Car-
man's farm.

 It runs between Parkway Ave./Paramount
Rd. and Church St. near the high school.  It
is mostly a natural park, with a paved walk-
way through it.

On March 17, 2017 sixteen members of the Markham Lions Club helped make the St. Patrick’s Day lun-
cheon and celebration a wonderful event for seniors at the Markham Senior’s Activity Centre on Water
Street. This is the seventh year that our club has volunteered to make the day fun and special on the day

We will sponsor the planting of probably 2 large trees nearby, possibly in
Markhaven Park which is just north of Parkway Ave.  This park has cut
grass and a toboggan hill.  The ice storms ruined many large trees, leaving
stumped piles.  The sidewalk is quite a busy route.  The new trees will re-

quire large professional equipment to plant, and we have asked to be notified when they will be plant-
ed so we can be there to watch it.  There will be an identification plaque.  This may be part of the City
of Markham's plan to plant 150 new big trees in celebration of Canada 150.
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PRESENTATIONS PART TWO

On February 16, 2017 D.G David Mills presented the
Melvin Jones Award to Lion Mark Carrington.
   Along with having served as MLC President, Lion
Mark has managed the annual Cruise Raffle raising $7k
per year, has organized our annual Walk-for-Dog
Guides and has edited our newsletter "Jungle Talk" for
several years. These are just some of the many signifi-
cant and noteworthy contributions that Lion Mark has
made for the good of Lionism.
    Lion Mark was given a robust round of applause
from his fellow Lions and responded with a heartfelt
appreciation for the award.

Back in the fall of 1943, October 22 to be exact, Markham Lions Club was char-
tered.  We're thinking ahead to our 75th Lions year, 2018 - 2019, and you have recently heard small reports
at dinner and Directors meetings from a committee planning for that year.  Here's the framework of that
plan.

This will be an event like a birthday party, or a charter night as we call it today, where we
invite our partners and friends to celebrate our 75th with us.  We are currently investigating options for
event type, date, venue and cost.  The committee is attentive to price and is not planning this as a fundrais-
er.

We are looking at two categories within which we might leave a legacy of this anniversary in
the Village of Markham: Community Facilities and Social Service.  Here's where we can use additional
ideas from you for both of these categories.

 Markham Lions belong to churches, sports teams, clubs and various other volunteer
organizations around town.  How about asking members of such groups about known needs in our com-
munity?  These could be facilities or social needs, maybe something else too.  Report what you learn to the
committee (Lion Jim Doak is chairperson).

We do many things in Markham and we have many resources
available to tell our story to the community.  We have a decorated trailer and signs, a Lion costume and an-
other one to come, vests & shirts & hats to identify us, flyers to promote what we do, an historical display at
Markham Museum, and we support community groups with which we can promote together (food bank,
Salvation Army, the hospital and so on).  And we have over 50 members and lots of friends.  We don't hide
our age at 75 - we broadcast that we are still here and going strong.

Currently the committee is focused on the Celebration because we need to book facilities soon, and we are
searching for Legacy ideas.  Input is appreciated and we ask that it be in written form, either electronic or
on paper.  We continue to meet and will give reports at dinner meetings to keep you current.

 Lion Jim Doak, Chairperson , 75th Anniversary Committee.  Markham Lions Club

Above: Lion Mark Carrington receives
the Melvin Jones Award presented by
DG David Mills

MLC PLANS TO CELEBRATE 75 YEARS
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THE ROVING EYE  PART THREE

 Above: PCS Lion Jim Doak and Larry
Doble of Greenbank Lions Club
discuss items.

Above: Lion Past President  Grace
Medland seated next to Lion Elizabeth
Price during the A-16 Cabinet Meeting

Above: DG Lion David Mills speaks
at the head table during the A-16
Cabinet Meeting

Above: Lions listen to Cabinet Officers
and Committee Chairs present reports
at the meeting

Above: RC Lion Ken Drynan with Lion
Tom Gordon, endorsed candidate for
International Director (from Canada)

Above: LP Barry MacDonald with
PDG Lion Fred Sheehy

On February 18, 2017 Canada-HK Unionville Doncrest New Horizon Lions Club hosted a Chinese New
Year celebration and a total of 30 Lions and 25 guests attended.  Among those in attendance, were RC
Ken Drynan and his wife Elaine. Also attending were Lions Bill Hosking and Julie Savoy.

Unfortunately LP Barry MacDonald was
unable to attend, but sent his regrets.
   The event was held at the Emperor Fine
Chinese Restaurant on Bayview  Avenue
in Richmond Hill.  There were two pro-
fessional MC’s, Karaoke and prizes for all.

Above: RC Lion Ken Drynan speaks to honoured guests Above: Lions Julie Savoy and Bill Hosking.
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LOOKING BACK

At first glance, one might take a look at this
photo below and wonder if maybe this was a
Lions Club “Jokes & Gags” night in January.

Actually, it was ‘Youth Night’ back in 1990
when very young guests of the Markham Lions
Club had a wonderful time enjoying an evening
of entertainment, courtesy of Buster The Clown.

Above: Buster The Clown leads the parade. Youth Night 1990

That was 27 years ago, a period of time that’s just a
little over half my own age. The youth featured in
this old photo have all grown up now well into
adulthood. No doubt most of them are leading busy
lives somewhere, forging careers, raising their own
families and often thinking about the future.

There will come a time though in years to come,
when many of them will also look back on the past a
lot more, as much as the future and in equal mea-
sure. They may reflect on the role and joy that Lion-
ism played in their early years “back in the day”
before life got so busy. Whether it was a joyful
‘Youth Night’ in 1990 as little kids, or membership
in a Leo Club as teenagers, many of these young

Lion Charles Herriot

people might eventually feel drawn to return to their Lion roots at some point and seek out full member-
ship in their local club, even amidst the hustle and bustle of adulthood. Hopefully they’ll choose our club.
When they do, we’ll be as ready to welcome them as they are to join and volunteer. We’ll look forward to
working together with them in service to the community and for the good of Lionism while sharing some
laughs and smiles along the way as we often do, even if it’s without Buster The Clown.

LOOKING FORWARD



January, February, March 2017            JUNGLE TALK                    PAGE 12

Click Hand To Return To Table Of Contents

IN MEMORIAM

The Lions Service Eulogy at the funeral of Ron Chambers on March 18 2017 was
shared by Lion Larry Tod.  Approximately 30 Lions stood in three rows, 12, 12 and 6
at the service.

We in the Markham Lions Club loved Ron Chambers. His passing inspires us to re-
member why we loved him. He had two wonderful qualities. These are qualities to
which we can and should aspire.

1. Lion Ron had an ever present and seemingly automatic friendly disposition. I
have never seen him angry. I have never heard him utter a disparaging word.

Lion Ron Chambers
1933 - 2017

2. Lion Ron had a diligent work ethic. At one point, Ron told us about how he built
a cottage without using power tools. If that isn’t a diligent work ethic, I don't know
what is.

On March 8, 2017 the City of Markham joined the world wide
celebration of International Women's Day with a special event.
Accepting a   on this occasion was
MLC’s own Past President, Lion Grace Medland who over
many years has demonstrated great leadership through her
work as a Lion, as a leader for Girl Guides of Canada and also
her Sunday School volunteering at Grace Church in Markham.

"On International Women's Day, we celebrate the inspiring and bold work women are doing to securing
the path to equality," said Regional Councillor and fellow Markham Lion Nirmala Armstrong.
 "It's great to play a role in supporting today's event and connecting women in our community."

Above: Mayor Frank Scarpitti (centre) stands
between Lion Nirmala Armstrong (left) and
Past President Lion Grace Medland (right)

As an aside, Ron told us about the no-power-tools-cottage-build during a two-minute speech segment at
one of our dinner meetings. Ron's speech did last longer than two minutes, but even after twenty minutes
he held our attention and interest.

We saw his friendly attitude 10 years when ago when Lion Jack McBride felt welcome enough to invite
him to join our club. When Jack described our club’s purpose as "serving community", we saw Ron's  work
ethic as he said yes and signed up. We saw Ron's work ethic when he volunteered for each and every physi-
cally demanding project like planting trees, picking up garbage at Mount Joy Pond, loading three thou-
sand lbs of frozen french fries into the Markham Fair Food Booth or sorting and packing thousands of
pounds of food donated to the Markham food bank.

We saw Ron's friendly attitude in his pleasant cheerful disposition as he worked these projects side by side
with his Lion friends. One of the most challenging jobs in our club is selling Raffle tickets. Most of us just
sell to our friends and family. Not Ron. His friendly attitude and generous work ethic gave him the stuff to
approach and sell Raffle tickets to anybody and everybody, resulting in becoming one of the highest rank-
ing sellers.

We in the Markham Lions Club thank Lion Ron for being such a good Lion. We thank him for the memo-
ries which have nourished our souls.


